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NEXT CENTURY CITIES FILES REPLY COMMENTS REITERATING  

THE IMPORTANCE OF ACCURATE BROADBAND DATA  
AND THE NEED TO IMPROVE DATA COLLECTION METHODS  

 
 
Washington, D.C. (October 6, 2020) ​– ​Next Century Cities (“NCC”) submitted reply comments 
in collaboration with Common Cause and Public Knowledge ​in the Federal Communications 
Commission’s (“FCC”) proceeding on whether broadband is being deployed to all Americans in 
a timely fashion. The agency’s findings will be distilled into its 2021 Broadband Deployment 
Report.  
 
The October 5th reply comments can be accessed ​here​. Click ​here​ to review the joint filing 
submitted on September 18th.  
 
Next Century Cities has worked to show the profound impact that overstatements in broadband 
availability have on unserved and underserved communities. According to ​Ryan Johnston​, 
Next Century Cities’ Policy Counsel:  
 

“High-speed, reliable access to broadband is no longer a luxury that any American can 
afford to live without. The Commission has the opportunity to make changes to its data 
collection procedures that could bring government reporting in line with the lived 
experiences of those struggling to get or remain connected. 
 
“The Commission understands and has stated that its current data collection methods 
are inaccurate. Current mapping vastly overestimates the availability of broadband 
services, especially in rural and low income areas. If the Commission wishes to stay true 
to its mandate and accelerate broadband deployment, it must put in place protocols that 
help to ensure that the proper resources are made available to the communities that 
need them the most.” 
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https://nextcenturycities.org/wp-content/uploads/706-Reply-Comments.pdf
https://nextcenturycities.org/wp-content/uploads/2020-706-NOI-Comments_Formatted_Final.pdf

