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NEXT CENTURY CITIES ISSUES A STATEMENT  

OPPOSING NTIA’S PETITION FOR A SECTION 230 RULEMAKING &  
URGES THE FCC TO STAY FOCUSED ON EXPANDING BROADBAND ACCESS 

 
Washington, D.C. (September 3, 2020) ​– ​Next Century Cities’ Ryan Johnston issued the following 
statement in opposition to the petition filed by the National Telecommunications and Information 
Administration (NTIA) ​requesting that the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) open a 
rulemaking proceeding to clarify the scope of Section 230 of the 1996 Communications Decency 
Act. ​NTIA’s petition was born of a May 28th​ ​Executive Order​ ​which invoked the FCC to propose 
online censorship regulations. 
 

“The Commission decided that it had no interest in regulating the internet years ago and 
should not deviate from its core mandate to bring connectivity within reach for everyone 
across the nation. The current global health crisis has shown that connectivity is essential. 
The work necessary to get every American online is urgent. This is not the time for the 
Commission to start playing the role of speech police at the behest of the executive branch, 
especially when it means introducing unconstitutional regulation or oversight.” 

 
Ryan Johnston serves as Policy Counsel and manages federal policy issues at Next Century Cities. 
Review comments submitted to the FCC ​here​.  
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https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/executive-order-preventing-online-censorship/
https://nextcenturycities.org/wp-content/uploads/NCC-Opposition-to-NTIA-Petition-_-Filed-9_2_2020.pdf

