
6 ASKS FOR THE
46TH PRESIDENT

Increase the
substantive presence
of local perspectives
and stories in federal
policymaking.

Center digital equity
and inclusion in
broadband access and
adoption strategies.

Address inaccuracies
in broadband
availability mapping,
and begin collecting
pricing data.

A Next Century Cities Plan

We want to hear 
from you!



Increase the substantive presence of local
perspectives and stories in federal policymaking.

 

Without insights from local officials and community leaders, federal broadband
deployment strategies will continue to fall short of goals to close the digital divide.
Still, local input is rarely solicited to inform federal broadband deployment or
funding strategies. Federal policymaking in Washington, D.C. has a history of
creating policy that reflects the voices of well-endowed think tanks and private
companies.
 

Meanwhile, local officials have continued to develop ways to improve broadband
availability and inaccurate data. They have also forged public-partnerships and had
to recruit philanthropic partners in the absence of federal resources. The President,
Federal Communications Commission, National Telecommunications and
Information Administration, and other agencies must develop methods to elevate
and incorporate local perspectives into federal broadband policymaking.

Address inaccuracies in broadband availability
mapping, and begin collecting pricing data.

 

 

The COVID-19 pandemic underscored why broadband is fundamental for work,
education, healthcare, and business. Accurate broadband data helps to identify
where broadband is or is not available. Availability data is not only central for
ensuring that limited funding reaches populations in need, but also helps to
illustrate the unique broadband access and adoption challenges that different parts
of the country experience. 

For instance, residents in states with largely rural areas and difficult terrain may be
considered “served” under the FCC’s map even though the provider that serves that
area may charge exorbitant fees to initiate a connection. In other communities,
adoption barriers, such as digital literacy, are persistent obstacles. In communities
of all sizes, broadband mapping is incomplete without determining whether those
connections are affordable. Given that local officials are best positioned to
understand the source of the digital divide in their own communities, local
governments should be engaged in improving the federal data collection processes.
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Center digital equity and inclusion in broadband
access and adoption strategies.

 

The digital divide has a far-reaching impact on already underrepresented
communities as large segments of Indigenous, Black, Brown, rural, and low-income
residents are simply unable to get online. COVID-19 exacerbated the effects of
existing digital inequities when many schools, public services, healthcare, and
businesses transitioned online. 

As the new Administration works to close the digital divide, a specific focus must be
placed on historically marginalized communities that have also been
disproportionately impacted by the pandemic. Working towards equal Internet
access is essential for the COVID-19 recovery efforts and critical for boosting local
economies. We urge the federal government to adopt a whole-of-community
approach that promotes broadband access, broadband adoption, and digital
literacy for all residents.

The new Administration needs to hear
from you – your community's story in
your own words. Submit feedback for
the Executive Branch, Congress, or the
Federal Communications Commission
here. Quotes will be submitted with
only the municipality and state. Names
and emails will not be shared.
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Submit Here

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSei7FatYQ_3VfW_AdMr3x_LKH94diWWe53cxs_W3ZG-ThrH_Q/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSei7FatYQ_3VfW_AdMr3x_LKH94diWWe53cxs_W3ZG-ThrH_Q/viewform?usp=sf_link

