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NTIA’s Commitment to Connecting America 
The Department of Commerce supports the Biden Administration's agenda and our partner agencies to 
ensure that every American has access to affordable and reliable broadband and has the skills and 
opportunities to participate fully.

Deploy broadband infrastructure to communities with the greatest need. 

Support job creation and workforce development by ensuring that all Americans 
have broadband, devices, and digital skills.

Collaborate with states, Tribes, industry, and federal agencies to effectively 
expand broadband access and digital inclusion.

Use data  to inform policies and investments in broadband at all levels of 
government.
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Our Work

Partnerships

Technical 
Assistance

Products & 
Events

• Clarify/communicate policy
• Advise states & feds
• SBLN, DLIN

• Advise communities
• Support regional teams
• Cohort facilitation

• Publish guidance & tools
• Share best practices
• NBAM

• Recommend best practices
• Improve coordination
• Tribal

• Infrastructure
• Digital inclusion
• Data analysis and mapping

• Convene stakeholders
• Monthly webinars

BroadbandUSA focuses on community outcomes.



NTIA Grant Programs
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Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2021 Grant Programs Overview

Tribal Broadband 
Connectivity Grants:
Grants to expand access to and 
adoption of: (A) broadband 
service on Tribal land; or (B) 
remote learning, telework, or 
telehealth resources during the 
COVID-19 pandemic: $980 million.

3

Connecting Minority 
Communities Pilot 
Program: 
Grants to eligible recipients in 
anchor communities for the 
purchase of broadband internet 
access service or any eligible 
equipment, or to hire and train 
information technology 
personnel, $268 million. 

2

*Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2021

$980 
million

$268 
million

Tribal NOFO Link
CMC Final Rule

Broadband 
Infrastructure 
Deployment Grants: 
Grants for covered broadband 
projects, defined as competitively 
and technologically neutral 
projects for the deployment of 
fixed broadband service in a 
census block with at least one 
household or business that does 
not have access to 25/3: $288 
million.

1 $288 
million

Infrastructure NOFO Link

https://www.congress.gov/116/bills/hr133/BILLS-116hr133enr.pdf
https://broadbandusa.ntia.doc.gov/sites/default/files/2021-06/NTIA.Tribal%20Broadband%20Connectivity%20Program.Final_.OMB%20Cleared_0.pdf
https://www.ntia.gov/files/ntia/publications/fr_connecting_minority_communities_pilot_program.pdf
https://broadbandusa.ntia.doc.gov/sites/default/files/2021-05/NTIA%20Broadband%20Infrastructure%20Grant%20Program%20NOFO.Final_.pdf
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Broadband Infrastructure Program Overview

$288 
Million

Covered 
Partnerships

Covered 
Broadband 

Projects

Accepting 
Applications 

Through
August 17, 2021

Presenter
Presentation Notes
How Much funds?$300 millionWho can apply?Covered Partnerships – defined in Section 905(a)(5) as a partnership between (A) a State, or 1 or more political subdivisions of a State; and (B) a provider of fixed broadband service.For what?Covered Broadband Projects- defined in Section 905(a)(4) as a competitively and technologically neutral project for the deployment of fixed broadband service that provides qualifying broadband service in an eligible service area.WhenNTIA anticipates accepting applications for grants under the  Broadband Infrastructure Program in Summer 2021.QUESTIONS:One things that would be extremely helpful is to make the presentation available on the day of the meeting - as with the first meeting you hosted.Technology Neutrality is generally described as the freedom of individuals and organizations to choose the most appropriate and suitable technology to their needs and requirements for development, acquisition, use or commercialization, without dependencies on knowledge involved as information or data.Could you please define 'competitively neutral'?How would a municipality reach out to a provider and partner to build a rural area?are there build guidelines for providers to follow within the statute?how would a provider let a municipality know they have already evaluated areas that meet unserved and underserved criteria for costs, permitting time, etc so they can prioritize?This program does not seem to be a good fit for fiber backbone project that builds out dark fiber and opens up competition to service providers by having it open access.  Is that correct? Several industries - Government, Finance, Health, Education, etc -in our community are interested in addressing the bigger broadband picture, so that everyone can benefit. How can we receive funding collectively to kickstart the broadband initiative here in the CNMI (Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands)? Can an ISP apply for two grants if each grant is with a different partner?Can nonprofit economic development agencies apply? How do you define a "Provider“Can you define or elaborate what a "covered partnership" is?If the infrastructure grant requires a partnership, who then owns the asset once the project is built?Will NTIA allow partnerships to determine who owns service providing assets (i.e., must the service provider AND governmental entity BOTH own equipment)?Given the increasing popularity of municipal-owned broadband networks, can a covered partnership include a state in partnership with a municipality that is it's own ISP, or similar variations? If a cooperative applies for a broadband infrastructure grant to build fiber broadband in an unserved area, must they establish a formal partnership with a state/local organization or can they simply include letters of support from city/county government, etc.?If a state is an applicant then can it have multiple provider partners for specific unserved project areas?Is there a list of the SBLN community members, by state, with contact details for each that we can access?Is the Infrastructure grant open (eligible) for local governments?In other words, any type of entity that provides fixed broadband is considered a Provider.  Am I correct in this assumption? Can multiple counties submit an application with a fixed broadband service provider? Can multiple towns join together and submit one application as a single entity to provide a larger physical area with more population?So areas award a Satellite service through an FCC auction is eligible? Am I to understand that as a broadband provider I can not apply for these funds on my own, I would need to partner with a city/county/state organization?
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Key Definitions: Covered Partnership

• A covered partnership means

a) A State, or one or more political subdivisions of a State; and

b) A provider of fixed broadband service.

• A covered partnership may include more than one provider of fixed broadband service as 
part of its application. 

• Commercial/for-profit, municipal, non-profit, or cooperative broadband service providers 
are eligible fixed broadband service providers that can be part of a covered partnership. 

• The intent of the statute is to award funds to a “covered partnership” in which at least 
two parties are involved. The definition of covered partnership set forth in the 
Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2021.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Qualifying Broadband Service Section 905(a)(11) defines this term as broadband service <TO EVERY HOUSEHOLD> with:a download speed of not less than 25 Mbps;an upload speed of not less than 3 Mbps; and a latency sufficient to support real-time, interactive applications- 95% < 100 ms round-trip to internet peering siteQuestionsWhat was the definition of latency again?What's the definition of broadband
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Key Definitions: Qualifying Broadband Service

• A download speed of not less than 25 Mbps;

• An upload speed of not less than 3 Mbps; 

• The ability to deliver 25/3 simultaneously to every household in the 
eligible service area

• Latency sufficient to support real-time, interactive applications.

• Defined as 95% or more of all peak period measurements of network 
round-trip latency (i.e., between customer premises and the closest 
Internet core peering interconnection point) are at or below 100 ms

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Qualifying Broadband Service Section 905(a)(11) defines this term as broadband service <TO EVERY HOUSEHOLD> with:a download speed of not less than 25 Mbps;an upload speed of not less than 3 Mbps; and a latency sufficient to support real-time, interactive applications- 95% < 100 ms round-trip to internet peering siteQuestionsWhat was the definition of latency again?What's the definition of broadband
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Key Definitions: Unserved

• Household lacking access to qualifying broadband service; and

• No broadband provider has been selected to receive, or is otherwise 
receiving, Federal or State funding subject to enforceable build out 
commitments to deploy qualifying broadband service in the specific area 
where the household is located.

• Eligible service area means a census block in which broadband service is 
not available at one or more households or businesses in the census 
block.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
UnservedMeans (A) the household lacks access to qualifying broadband service; and (B) no broadband provider has been selected to receive, or is otherwise receiving, Federal or State funding subject to enforceable build out commitments to deploy qualifying broadband service in the specific area where the household is located by dates certain, even if such service is not yet available, provided that the Federal or State agency providing the funding has not deemed the service provider to be in default of its buildout obligations under the applicable Federal or State program.  The term “eligible service area” means a census block in which broadband service is not available at one or more households or businesses in the census block, as determined by the Assistant Secretary on the basis of: (A) the maps created under section 802(c)(1) of the Communications Act of 1934 (47 U.S.C. 642(c)(1)); or (B) if the maps described in subparagraph (A) are not available, the most recent information available to the Assistant Secretary, including information provided by the Federal Communications Commission (FCC).Questions:Will projects that are currently underway, where funds have been expended, be eligible for retroactive funding if apart of a larger project?For middle mile backbone projects, if any portion of the project service area has received federal funding (EDA), is the whole project ineligible for funding? What is the timeframe for "recent" federal awards that make an area ineligible?How about how the RDOF funding? None of that has started and may not be applied in the next 5 years. In some areas, the RDOF funding was bid on by providers out side the area with no communication to the local organizations. This is specifically egregious in Colorado. 
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To be eligible for a grant under the Broadband Infrastructure Program, the covered 
partnership must submit an application that describes the following:

Notes:
• Each Covered Partnership may submit only one application for this grant program. 
• A Covered Partnership may include more than one provider of fixed broadband services in its 

application.
• A provider of fixed broadband services may participate in more than one Covered Partnership.

Covered 
Partnership

Covered 
Broadband 
Project

Proposed 
Service 
Area

Other 
Federal & 
State 
Support

Eligibility

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Questions:Is this limited to one application per state?  Meaning you will only take one application or you will only award one application?To clarify. If a covered partnership is receiving state funds are they precluded from receiving federal funding?Are RDOF and 903 Auction areas excluded?  Even though its not wireline service and there is no requirement to actually provide people service in those areas? A very tough one: A main discussion topic here at WISPA is Starlink. You’re giving out all this money while Starlink can render ISPs obsolete. I understand if you can't answer this.
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Connecting Minority Communities (CMC) Pilot Program

How Much $268 Million

Who can apply
“Eligible Recipients”

• Historically Black Colleges or Universities (HBCUs); 
• Tribal Colleges or Universities (TCUs); 
• Minority-Serving Institutions (MSIs); 
• Consortiums led by HBCUs, TCUs, or MSIs that include a Minority Business Enterprise or 

Tax-Exempt 501(c)(3) Organization.

For What

The purchase of broadband Internet access service or any eligible equipment, or to hire and 
train information technology personnel: 
(1) for the educational institution to facilitate educational instruction and learning, including 

through remote instruction; or 
(2) to operate the Minority Business Enterprise; or 
(3) to operate the Tax-Exempt 501(c)(3) Organization.

When NTIA anticipates opening the application window for the CMC Pilot Program in mid-August 
2021.



13 | NTIA BroadbandUSA13 | NTIA BroadbandUSA

CMC| Program Requirements

•Funding allocation: CMC eligibility criteria & greatest unmet financial need

•No Matching Requirement & 2-Year Period of Performance

•At least 40% of Grants Funds Awarded will be made to HBCUs 

•At least 20% of all Grants Funds Awarded to Eligible Recipients must be used to 
provide broadband access and/or devices and equipment to students

•Eligible recipients that receive a grant to provide broadband Internet access service or 
eligible equipment to students must prioritize students who are in need (per the 
needs criteria factors)

•Lending of Equipment - Eligible recipients must prioritize students and/or patrons who 
do not have access to such equipment

•Program Evaluation and Data Collection Requirements

Presenter
Presentation Notes
(A)	Student population size;(B)	Number and percentage of students that are eligible to receive Federal Pell Grants;(C)	Number and percentage of students that receive other need-based financial aid from the Federal government, a State, or that eligible recipient;(D)	Number and percentage of students that are qualifying low-income consumers for the purposes of the program carried out under 47 C.F.R. Part 54, Subpart E, or any successor regulations;  (E)	Number and percentage of students that are low-income individuals as that term is defined in section 312(g) of the Higher Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 1058(g)); and (F)	 Number and percentage of students that have been approved to receive unemployment insurance benefits under any Federal or State law since March 1, 2020.  
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CMC Anchor Community Eligibility Dashboard -
Demonstration

CMC Anchor Community Eligibility Dashboard 

https://broadbandusa.ntia.gov/cmcdashboard

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Public link address -  https://broadbandusa.maps.arcgis.com/apps/dashboards/1725df85c8b94d0ab91f5807bcc91c39CMC Dashboard - https://broadbandusa.ntia.gov/cmcdashboardIn the interests of promoting transparency and strengthening the selection process, NTIA has developed a publicly available and searchable CMC Anchor Community Eligibility Dashboard that lists the eligible recipient institutions (by type) and shows the qualifying census tracts within a 15-mile radius of each institution.  This dashboard was developed utilizing NTIA’s National Broadband Availability Map (NBAM) capabilities, publicly available data from the U.S. Census Bureau, U.S. Department of Education and reflects NTIA’s application of the anchor community eligibility methodology as described above.   The public posting of this dashboard will provide potential applicants (eligible recipient institutions) the opportunity to view NTIA’s anchor community eligibility determinations (based on household size and poverty threshold calculations) that an eligible recipient could designate for program activities. While NTIA has identified the total universe of areas that an applicant could serve, it will be up to each applicant to identify the specific anchor community it intends to serve in its application.Potential CMC applicants and the general public can view, search and access their own “anchor community” profiles for all eligible recipient institutions (i.e., HBCUs, TCUs, ANNH, PBI, ANNAPISI, HSI and NASNTI) at https://broadbandusa.ntia.gov/cmcdashboard.To determine the center of the 15-mile radius, NTIA utilizes the eligible recipient’s official address as reported to and provided by the U.S. Department of Education and the National Center for Education Statistics’ national database, available at https://nces.ed.gov/collegenavigator/ (last visited June 15, 2021). If any part of a census tract falls within the 15-mile boundary, NTIA will consider that entire census tract eligible for the purposes of the CMC Pilot Program, in order to avoid excluding potentially eligible communities.

https://broadbandusa.ntia.gov/cmcdashboard
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbroadbandusa.ntia.gov%2Fcmcdashboard&data=04%7C01%7CSWoods%40ntia.gov%7C72ad37548ec144e4c30908d930cb94be%7Cd6cff1bd67dd4ce8945dd07dc775672f%7C0%7C0%7C637594473207550704%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=Lg4iWxZS%2BdAyh5Dl8SVQYIFxmshLeFVQ3sXR%2BeM%2Be3k%3D&reserved=0
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Tribal Broadband Connectivity Program

How Much $980 million

Who Can Apply Tribal Governments, Tribal Colleges or Universities, the 
Department of Hawaiian Home Lands on behalf of the Native 
Hawaiian Community, including Native Hawaiian Education 
Programs, Tribal organizations, or Alaska Native Corporations.

For What Deployment and adoption of broadband service on Tribal land 
and programs that promote the use of broadband to access 
remote learning, telework, or telehealth resources during the 
COVID–19 pandemic.

When NTIA is now accepting applications for the Tribal Broadband 
Connectivity Program until September 1, 2021. NTIA cannot 
extend this deadline.
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Eligible Entities
Section 905(a)(8) of the Act stipulates the following eligible entities:
•A Tribal Government; 
•A Tribal College or University; 
•The Department of Hawaiian Home Lands on behalf of the Native Hawaiian Community, 

including Native Hawaiian Education Programs;
•A Tribal Organization; or
•An Alaska Native Corporation

Link to statute: Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2021

Tribal Grant Program | Eligible Entities

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Vanesscia

https://www.congress.gov/116/bills/hr133/BILLS-116hr133enr.pdf
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Call for Merit Reviewers

NTIA is seeking qualified volunteers with Broadband Use and Digital Inclusion expertise and 
experience in at least one of the following areas:  

 Telehealth, distance learning, broadband adoption and digital inclusion programs 
including equipment, networks, training and outreach 

 Telework, workforce development and online entrepreneurship programs 

 Low-income discount and subsidized broadband programs 

 Planning, program design and evaluation for telehealth, distance education, 
workforce development and digital inclusion programs 

 Programs and activities noted above that are conducted by Minority Serving 
Institutions 
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Call for Merit Reviewers
Merit reviews will start in August and extend into October. We are committed to ensuring that 
reviewers come from diverse backgrounds and areas of the United States. 

To volunteer as a reviewer, please email a resume containing the information below to 
grantreviewer@ntia.gov:

• Name 
• Residence (city and state) 
• Email/phone number 
• Employer(s) including states you were employed in 
• Position/Title 
• Years and types of experience and positions in fields related to broadband activities 

Although you will not be compensated for your time and expertise, you will be making a significant contribution to 
enhancing broadband services and utilization throughout the United States. We appreciate the valuable contribution you 
will be making to the success of the programs and look forward to working with you as a reviewer. Further information is 
available here.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Gilbert to address some of the misnomers about participating as a Merit Reviewer

mailto:grantreviewer@ntia.gov
https://broadbandusa.ntia.doc.gov/news/latest-news/call-reviewers-ntia-broadband-connectivity-programs


US Department of Treasury 
Funding Programs
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Treasury Broadband Funding Overview
American Rescue Plan Act of 2021

Coronavirus State and 
Local Fiscal Recovery 
Funds: 
Provides $350 billion for 
eligible state, local, territorial, 
and Tribal governments to 
respond to the COVID-19 
emergency and bring back 
jobs.

1

Capital Projects Fund: 
Provides $10 billion for 
payments to States, 
territories, and Tribal 
governments to carry out 
critical capital projects that 
directly enable work, 
education, and health 
monitoring, including remote 
options, in response to the 
public health emergency.

2

*American Rescue Plan Act of 2021

$350 billion $10 billion

https://www.congress.gov/117/bills/hr1319/BILLS-117hr1319enr.pdf
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Broadband Infrastructure

State & Local Fiscal Recovery Funds

The ARPA provides funds 
to State, territorial, local, 
and Tribal governments to 
make necessary 
investments in broadband 
infrastructure.

Eligible investments in 
broadband are those that 
are designed to provide 
services that provide speeds 
meeting adequate speeds 
and are provided to 
unserved and underserved 
households and businesses

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Recognizing the need for reliable broadband connectivity, the ARPA provides funds to State, territorial, local, and Tribal governments to make necessary investments in broadband infrastructure.Eligible investments in broadband are those that are designed to provide services meeting adequate speeds and are provided to unserved and underserved households and businesses.States, territories, localities, and Tribal governments have flexibility to identify locations and projects to serve their communities’ needs.Project requirements:Reliably meets or exceeds symmetrical upload and download speeds of 100 Mbps100/20 Mbps for areas where this is not feasible; and scalable to 100 Mbps symmetrical
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Assistance to households or populations facing negative 
economic impacts due to COVID-19 is an eligible use of State 
& Local Fiscal Recovery Funds, which include needs such as 
Internet access or digital literacy assistance.

Assistance to Households

State & Local Fiscal Recovery Funds
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• The U.S. Department of the Treasury issued an FAQ on the broadband provisions in the Interim Final Rule for the State and 
Local Fiscal Recovery Funds

• Link: https://home.treasury.gov/system/files/136/SLFRPFAQ.pdf
• Specifically, the FAQ update addresses the following questions:

• For broadband infrastructure investments, what does the requirement that infrastructure “be designed to” provide 
service to unserved or underserved households and businesses mean?

• For broadband infrastructure to provide service to “unserved or underserved households or businesses,” must every 
house or business in the service area be unserved or underserved?

• For broadband infrastructure investments, what does the requirement to “reliably” meet or exceed a broadband speed 
threshold mean?

• May recipients use payments from the Funds for “middle mile” broadband projects?
• Treasury regularly updates FAQs to provide further clarification on the FAQ

Frequently Asked Questions Update

State & Local Fiscal Recovery Funds

https://home.treasury.gov/system/files/136/SLFRPFAQ.pdf


NTIA Broadband Planning 
Resources
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BroadbandUSA Funding Search

•BroadbandUSA Funding Search

•One-Stop for information on broadband 
funding across all federal agencies through 
searchable database

•Search by eligible recipient, program area, 
or sponsoring Agency or Department

•Updated annually 

https://broadbandusa.ntia.doc.gov/new-fund-search
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Indicators of Broadband Need Map

• Publically available digital map that displays key 
indicators of broadband needs across the country.

• First interactive, public map that allows users to 
explore different datasets about where people do 
not have quality Internet access.

• It contains data aggregated at the county, census 
tract, and census block level from the U.S. Census 
Bureau, the Federal Communications Commission 
(FCC), M-Lab, Ookla and Microsoft.

• https://broadbandusa.ntia.doc.gov/resources/data
-and-mapping

https://broadbandusa.ntia.doc.gov/resources/data-and-mapping
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One-stop shop for resources on 
state broadband efforts

Active network of state leaders 
leading state-level broadband 
efforts

Channel for communication 
and review of polices between 
federal agencies and states

State Broadband Leaders Network
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One-stop shop for resources on 
government  inclusion 
programs

Searchable map of national 
programs examples

Digital Inclusion Resources

BroadbandUSA webinar archives:
• October 2020 Webinar: Digital Inclusion and K-12 Education: 

The Impact of COVID-19 on Students and Educators
• November 2019 Webinar: Building Digital Workforce Skills at 

the Local Level
• September Webinar: Digital Training and Workforce 

Development Discussion

https://broadbandusa.ntia.doc.gov/ntia-event/october-2020-webinar-digital-inclusion-and-k-12-education-impact-covid-19-students-and#contententarea
https://broadbandusa.ntia.doc.gov/webinar_191120#contententarea
https://broadbandusa.ntia.doc.gov/webinar_170920#contententarea


Q & A
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Broadbandusa.ntia.doc.gov/

broadbandusa@ntia.doc.gov

202-482-2048

https://broadbandusa.ntia.doc.gov/
mailto:broadbandusa@ntia.doc.gov
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