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Next Century Cities had the privilege of co-hosting the Broadband Access Summit with the

Pew Charitable Trusts in Cleveland, Ohio. In light of our commitment to support local

leadership, NCC sponsored a delegation of 17 local officials and community leaders to

attend. Local leaders had unique opportunities to interface and learn from federal and state

leaders who are responsible for broadband program development. 

Conference festivities began on June 21, 2022, with a reception for local broadband leaders

to connect and share their experiences working to improve access and adoption. Many have

recently launched innovative partnerships in their communities. 

The conference programming kicked off with welcome remarks from Pew’s Kathryn de Wit,

director of its Broadband Initiative, who shared the two core themes of the conference. She

encouraged local, state, and federal leaders to demonstrate the art of the possible in order to

deliver on #InternetForAll goals.  

Alan Davidson, Assistant Secretary of Commerce for Communications and Information,

participated in a fireside chat. He shared his view of what success would look like after the

National Telecommunications and Information Administration (NTIA) implements the

Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act broadband funding programs. Secretary Davidson

drew comparisons between the current opportunity and the work of prior generations to

build electric, highway, and water infrastructure. Additionally, he stated his hope that when

we look back on this time period in ten or twenty years, it will be recognized as our moment

to build the broadband infrastructure that helped people succeed in a modern economy. 

Broadband Access Summit in Cleveland
Highlights the Partnerships and
Possibilities of #InternetForAll
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https://www.pewtrusts.org/en/about/events/2022/broadband-access-summit
https://nextcenturycities.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/06.21.2022-NCCs-Pew-Conference-Booklet-Featuring-Local-Officials.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/house-bill/3684/text
https://nextcenturycities.org/broadband-access-summit-in-cleveland-highlights-the-partnerships-and-possibilities-of-internetforall/


Local leaders shared the story of Cleveland’s long history of work to advance digital

equity. Leon Wilson, the CTO of the Cleveland Foundation, offered an analogy that

centers his systems-level work in the space. According to Wilson, when trying to solve

the issue of fish becoming sick from environmental concerns in the lake, you could

spend all your time trying to fix the fish, but you really need to address the lake and

the groundwater for the fish to flourish. 

Cuyahoga County’s Chief Innovation Officer, Catherine Tkachyk, discussed her
plans to bring low-cost, high-speed internet access to roughly 25,000 residents, or

85% of their unconnected households. Tkachyk emphasized the importance of

partnerships in digital equity efforts. In her perspective, knowing how to leverage

expertise is far more effective than training to become an expert in every aspect of

broadband planning.  
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https://cuyahogacounty.us/executive/news/press-releases-archive/2022-press-releases/2022/04/22/county-proposes-arpa-funding-to-provide-broadband-services-throughout-the-county


On day two of the conference, NCC’s Executive Director, Francella Ochillo, moderated a

panel on building partnerships with outcomes in mind. A group of experts shared their

thoughts on what Tribal, state, and local leaders need to consider as they build

partnerships. When prompted to share one piece of advice for broadband leaders in

various phases of planning and implementation, Corey Bryndal, the Broadband Director
for Region 10 in Colorado, advised community leaders to “listen such that you can hear

what your partners' goals or aspirations are.” He continued, “offer or give before you ask,

because every time you offer or give, doors open.” The panel closed with a group activity

where attendees paired off and committed to two action items aimed at building

collaborative efforts when they returned to their communities. 

IOther workshops focused on the Broadband Equity, Access, and Deployment (BEAD)

Program planning process, measuring the impact of digital equity programs, engaging

with philanthropy, and coordinating between levels of government. The final day was

devoted to supporting broadband leaders from states and territories. Programming

included briefings on funding programs from federal representatives, fostering regional

collaborations, and one-on-one office hours with federal program directors and technical

assistance nonprofits.  

Building the #InternetForAll communities will take hard work. The Broadband Access

Summit set a new bar for bringing advocates, policymakers, local leaders, and providers

together in service of that goal. We look forward to working with local leaders in our

member municipalities nationwide to ensure that this next phase of broadband funding

will equitably bridge connectivity gaps across the country.  
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https://region10.net/broadband/
https://region10.net/broadband/


THE BROADBAND 
ACCESS SUMMIT 

revisit the conversation

Track One: Planning and capacity building: Preparing
for the Broadband Equity, Access, and Deployment
Program and Digital Equity Act planning processes by
helping communities identify and meet their needs.
Participants learned about tools for initiating planning

processes and empowering local leadership.

Track Two: Partnering with intent: Building a shared
understanding about how to work with other
organizations to achieve meaningful outcomes and
maximize scarce resources. Panelists shared

actionable guidance for ensuring that partnerships

achieve programmatic goals and meet community

needs.

Track Three: Equity from the ground up: Supporting
public leaders and their partners in achieving the
equity goals outlined in the Bipartisan Infrastructure
Law and ensuring that the benefits are shared
throughout the country. The discussion was intended

to help promote understanding of how to build systems

for equitable change and how to reach targeted

populations.

Track Four: Solution sessions: Developing solutions
for core challenges facing state, Tribal, and local
leaders and their partners as they implement federal
funds, such as measuring impact and addressing
workforce shortages. Participants left with specific

solutions, clear action items, and discussion points for

implementation in their own jurisdictions

Whether you registered to attend the event in-person or

online, rewatch each session by following the steps

below. 

Go to the on-demand event page. 
You will be prompted to enter the name and email

address used for registration, and you will then be

issued a verification code via phone and/or the email

address on file. 

Input the verification code, and you will be able to

view Tuesday and Wednesday’s sessions. 
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Cleveland, OH

https://web.cvent.com/hub/events/53b19bfc-d724-459d-a888-d677920d8923/ondemand


Tribal Broadband Funding Secured by Murkowski Heading to Alaska
(May 4, 2022)
Governor Dunleavy Submits Federal Infrastructure Bill to Lawmakers
(April 4, 2022)
Senator Murkowski Raises Middle Mile and Tribal Infrastructure in
Alaska to Secretary of Commerce (Feb. 3, 2022)

Governor’s Press Release, Arizona Launches Critical Effort To Enhance
Infrastructure (April 14, 2022)
Broadband Middle-Mile Strategic Plan (Feb. 2022) 

Arkansas Broadband Master Plan (April 2022) 

Can Open Access Solve California's Rural Broadband Dilemma? |
Government Technology (May 9, 2022)
What’s New in Digital Equity: California Drafts Map for Statewide
Broadband | Government Technology (April 28, 2022) 
California May Require Low-Cost Broadband from Subsidized
Networks | Electronic Frontier Foundation (April 18, 2022) 
Val Verde, California, School District Broadband Network Provides
Case Study for Closing the Digital Divide | CENIC (March 9, 2022)

The deadlines for states to submit Broadband Equity, Access, and Deployment letters of intent

and apply for NTIA’s Digital Equity program are approaching on July 18th and July 12th. In

May 2022, NTIA announced that 34 states and territories sent their letter of intent or

indicated that they would participate in NTIA’s BEAD Program. Now, that number is up to 42.

Only two states have submitted Digital Equity applications. 

 

Where is your state at in the process? Check NTIA’s sign-on map and learn more about

broadband in your state below. If we missed any updates in your state, email

corian@nextcenturycities.org so we can share them in July’s newsletter.

Federal funding is coming.
Does your state have a plan?
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Alaska

Arizona

Arkansas

California

https://www.murkowski.senate.gov/press/release/tribal-broadband-funding-secured-by-murkowski-heading-to-alaska
https://www.murkowski.senate.gov/press/release/tribal-broadband-funding-secured-by-murkowski-heading-to-alaska
https://www.murkowski.senate.gov/press/release/tribal-broadband-funding-secured-by-murkowski-heading-to-alaska
https://www.murkowski.senate.gov/press/release/tribal-broadband-funding-secured-by-murkowski-heading-to-alaska
https://www.murkowski.senate.gov/press/release/tribal-broadband-funding-secured-by-murkowski-heading-to-alaska
https://www.murkowski.senate.gov/press/release/tribal-broadband-funding-secured-by-murkowski-heading-to-alaska
https://azgovernor.gov/governor/news/2022/04/arizona-launches-critical-effort-enhance-infrastructure-0
https://www.azcommerce.com/media/vvslgr2e/aca-broadband-strategic-plan-final-2-2-22.pdf
https://broadband.arkansas.gov/reports-resources/arkansas-broadband-master-plan/
https://www.govtech.com/network/can-open-access-solve-californias-rural-broadband-dilemma?mc_cid=88f555f495&mc_eid=81c1b38574
https://www.govtech.com/civic/whats-new-in-digital-equity-california-drafts-map-for-statewide-broadband
https://www.eff.org/deeplinks/2022/04/california-may-require-low-cost-broadband-subsidized-networks
https://www.eff.org/deeplinks/2022/04/california-may-require-low-cost-broadband-subsidized-networks
https://cenic.org/blog/val-verde-school-district-broadband-network-provides-case-study-for-closing-the-digital-divide?utm_source=sendgrid&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Newsletters
https://www.ntia.doc.gov/press-release/2022/34-states-and-territories-sign-biden-harris-administration-s-internet-all
https://www.internetforall.gov/has-your-state-signed-on
mailto:corian@nextcenturycities.org


Governor Polis Signs Executive Order to Bring Reliable, Affordable, High-Speed
Broadband Internet Access to Coloradans (Feb. 2022) 

Murphy Releases Bipartisan Infrastructure Law Resource Guide for
Connecticut (March 9, 2022)
Department of Energy and Environmental Protection request for broadband
proposals (Respondents must submit a proposal to
DEEP.EnergyBureau@ct.gov no later than 12:00 PM EPT on July 23, 2021.)

Delaware Announces Start of Universal Broadband Construction (March 17,
2022)
Delaware Names Chief of Administration and Broadband Manager |
Government Technology (May 5, 2022)

What's New in Digital Equity: D.C. Works to Connect All Residents | Government
Technology (May 19, 2022) 
Mayor Bowser to Kick Off Infrastructure Week by Announcing New Initiative to
Bring High-Speed, Low- or No-Cost Internet to DC Residents (May 15, 2022)

Major $408M Investment Seeks to Get Rural Georgia Online | Government
Technology (Feb. 2, 2022) 

Broadband: Connecting people so no one gets left behind (Feb. 25, 2022)

Idaho Broadband Strategic Plan 2022-2027 (released June 2022) 

Second Cohort of Accelerate Illinois Broadband Infrastructure Program is
Selected (May 2022)

State announces $189 million in broadband grants, spread across 80 counties |
WFYI (April 18, 2022)

Indiana

Illinois
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Colorado

Connecticut

Delaware

Washington, D.C.

Georgia

Hawaii

Idaho

https://broadband.colorado.gov/polis-signs-executive-order
https://www.murphy.senate.gov/newsroom/press-releases/murphy-releases-bipartisan-infrastructure-law-resource-guide-for-connecticut
https://portal.ct.gov/DEEP/Energy/Broadband
mailto:DEEP.EnergyBureau@ct.gov
https://news.delaware.gov/2022/03/17/delaware-announces-start-of-universal-broadband-construction/
https://www.govtech.com/workforce/delaware-names-chief-of-administration-and-broadband-manager
https://www.govtech.com/civic/whats-new-in-digital-equity-d-c-works-to-connect-all-residents
https://mayor.dc.gov/release/mayor-bowser-kick-infrastructure-week-announcing-new-initiative-bring-high-speed-low-or-no
https://www.govtech.com/network/major-408-investment-seeks-to-get-rural-georgia-online
https://governor.hawaii.gov/main/broadband-connecting-people-so-no-one-gets-left-behind/
https://commerce.idaho.gov/content/uploads/2022/06/Idaho-Broadband-Advisory-Board-Idaho-Broadband-Plan-Final-Version_.pdf
https://www2.illinois.gov/dceo/Media/PressReleases/Pages/PR20220519.aspx?utm_source=sendgrid&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Newsletters
https://www.wfyi.org/news/articles/state-announces-189-million-in-broadband-grants-spread-across-80-counties


Governor Reynolds awards $210M in broadband grants (Jan. 4,
2022)

Lt. Governor Toland Announces Two New Directors (June 1, 2022)
Governor Laura Kelly Announces Recipients of $10 Million Investment
Expanding Broadband Access Across Rural Kansas (May 20, 2022) 

Kentucky Invests $203 Million in Building Broadband to More Than
34,000 Households and Businesses (June 20, 2022)

Louisiana to Receive $176.7 Million through American Rescue Plan to
Increase Access to Affordable, High-Speed Internet (June 7, 2022)
Connect LA News Updates

Why meeting Gov. Mills' broadband goals could be a challenge | News
Center Maine (Feb. 16, 2022) 
ConnectMaine, Maine Connectivity Authority & Department of
Transportation Collaborating | Maine Connectivity Authority (Feb. 16,
2022) 
Maine Connectivity Authority Allocates $10 Million to ConnectMaine for
Spring 2022 Grant Round | Maine Connectivity Authority (Jan. 17, 2022) 
First president of Maine Connectivity Authority sworn in after unanimous
confirmation by Senate | News Center Maine (Jan. 4, 2022) 

What are the Maryland Office of Statewide Broadband’s priorities for
2022? | Technical.ly (Feb. 2, 2022) 
Maryland Broadband Investment Advisory Workgroup | Maryland
Department of Housing and Community Development (Feb. 28, 2022) 

Mayor Wu and Sen Markey Announce $12 Million Investment in Digital
Equity and Inclusion in Boston, Massachusetts | The City of Boston (Feb. 2,
2022) 
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Iowa

Kansas

Kentucky

Louisiana

Maine

Maryland

Massachussetts

https://governor.iowa.gov/press-release/governor-reynolds-awards-210m-in-broadband-grants%C2%A0
https://www.kansascommerce.gov/2022/06/lt-governor-toland-announces-two-new-directors/?utm_campaign=Newsletters&utm_source=sendgrid&utm_medium=email
https://governor.kansas.gov/governor-laura-kelly-announces-recipients-of-10-million-investment-expanding-broadband-access-across-rural-kansas/#:~:text=%E2%80%9CWe're%20continuing%20to%20deliver,reliable%20connection%20to%20the%20world.
https://kentucky.gov/Pages/Activity-stream.aspx?n=GovernorBeshear&prId=1374
https://gov.louisiana.gov/index.cfm/newsroom/detail/3701
https://connect.la.gov/news/
https://www.newscentermaine.com/article/news/politics/maine-politics/governor-sets-bold-broadband-goal-can-maine-meet-it-internet-data/97-0d23413e-64a3-4aa5-9e8a-dddb26b44078?mc_cid=d5792e8497&mc_eid=81c1b38574
https://www.maineconnectivity.org/news/connectmaine%2C-maine-connectivity-authority-%26-department-of-transportation-collaborating?mc_cid=d5792e8497&mc_eid=81c1b38574
https://www.maineconnectivity.org/news/maine-connectivity-authority-allocates-%2410-million-to-connectmaine-for-spring-2022-grant-round?utm_source=sendgrid&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Newsletters
https://www.newscentermaine.com/article/tech/legislative-committee-approved-first-leader-of-state-broadband-expansion-politics-internet/97-2abbb5dc-3801-4f7a-ac19-45aa3f1a6a83
https://technical.ly/2022/02/02/maryland-office-statewide-broadband-priorities-2022/?utm_source=sendgrid&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Newsletters
https://dhcd.maryland.gov/Broadband/Documents/OSB-Funding-Advisory-Workgroup-2ndmeeting.pdf
https://www.boston.gov/news/over-12-million-invested-digital-equity-and-inclusion


AARP Michigan Working with Local, State and Federal Officials to Expand
Broadband Access in State | AARP (June 1, 2022) 
$3M grant awarded to expand high-speed internet in Michigan's U.P. | The
Detroit News (May 4, 2022) 
Michigan on cusp of major broadband expansion to areas of state with little
access | Michigan Radio (April 17, 2022)
Whitmer to Sign Building Michigan Together Plan | Governor Gretchen
Whitmer (March 28, 2022) 
Fiscal Brief: State and Federal Broadband Expansion Programs | House Fiscal
Agency (Jan. 26, 2022)

Legislature Passes Significant Broadband Funding and Policy Measures |
League of Minnesota Cities (May 24, 2022) 

Dixie EPA’s Accelerated Buildout Reflects a Big Connectivity Push by
Mississippi Cooperatives | ILSR (April 6, 2022) 

Missouri receives $42.2 million federal grant through the NTIA’s Broadband
Infrastructure Program | Department of Economic Development (March 1,
2022)

Montana's broadband map will be 'vastly different' from FCC's | Broadband
World News (Feb. 1, 2022)

Broadband grant program expanded | Unicameral Update (April 13, 2022)

Broadband Upcoming Events | Governor’s Office of Science, Innovation, and
Technology
Achieving Universal Access Through IIJA Funding | Governor’s Office of
Science, Innovation, and Technology

New Hampshire to Receive $50M for Rural Internet Funding | Government
Technology (June 8, 2022)
New Hampshire Electric Co-op to Expand NH Broadband Fiber-optic
Network to 32 Grafton County Towns (March 1, 2022)

Michigan

Nebraska

Nevada

Minnesota

Mississippi

Missouri

Montana

New Hampshire
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https://states.aarp.org/michigan/aarp-michigan-broadband-access-rural?utm_campaign=Newsletters&utm_source=sendgrid&utm_medium=email
https://www.detroitnews.com/story/news/local/michigan/2022/05/04/3-million-grant-awarded-expand-high-speed-internet-upper-peninsula/9640289002/
https://www.michiganradio.org/2022-04-17/michigan-on-cusp-of-major-broadband-expansion-to-areas-of-state-with-little-access
https://www.michigan.gov/whitmer/news/press-releases/2022/03/28/whitmer-to-sign-building-michigan-together-plan?utm_source=sendgrid&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Newsletters
https://www.house.mi.gov/hfa/PDF/Alpha/Fiscal_Brief_Michigan_Broadband_Expansion_Programs_Jan26.pdf
https://www.lmc.org/news-publications/news/all/broadband-legislation/
https://muninetworks.org/content/dixie-epas-accelerated-buildout-reflects-big-connectivity-push-mississippi-cooperatives?mc_cid=a146a8e3e9&mc_eid=81c1b38574
https://ded.mo.gov/content/missouri-receives-422-million-federal-grant-through-ntia%E2%80%99s-broadband-infrastructure-program
https://www.broadbandworldnews.com/document.asp?doc_id=774984
http://update.legislature.ne.gov/?p=32588
https://osit.nv.gov/Broadband/Events/
https://osit.nv.gov/uploadedFiles/ositnvgov/Content/Broadband/Achieving%20Universal%20Access%20Through%20IIJA%20Funding-%20OSIT%20Presentation.pdf
https://www.govtech.com/network/new-hampshire-to-receive-50m-for-rural-internet-funding
https://www.nhec.com/nhec-to-expand-nh-broadband-fiber-optic-network-to-32-grafton-county-towns/


Gottheimer Urges State to Take Immediate Action to Release Federal
Broadband Investments to Boost Connectivity in Warren & Sussex Counties
(April 25, 2022)

The New Mexico Office of Broadband Access and Expansion (OBAE) has
issued a Request for Information (RFI) to facilitate the deployment of a
Statewide Open Access Middle Mile Network.

Governor Hochul Announces Release of Statewide Address-Level
Broadband Map (June 16, 2022)

North Carolina Announces Plan to Join Broadband Equity, Access, and
Deployment Program (May 16, 2022)

Governor DeWine Announces BroadbandOhio Community Accelerator
Cohort ( June 15, 2022 )
Governor DeWine, Lt. Governor Husted Announce New Broadband
Expansion Projects to connect ~100,000 Ohioans ( March 18, 2022) 

Oklahoma Broadband Expansion Council Accomplishments (June 13, 2022)

Rural Broadband Project Updates | Polk County, Oregon (May 13, 2022)

Pennsylvania’s Broadband Authority Ready to Deploy Minimum of $100
Million in Life-Changing Internet for All Funds | Governor Tom Wolf  (May 18,
2022)

SB 2568 would establish broadband council, call for designation of state
broadband coordinator (Introduced March 2022, Senate meeting
postponed April 2022) 

New Jersey

New Mexico

New York

North Carolina
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Ohio

Oklahoma

Oregon

Pennsylvania

Rhode Island

https://gottheimer.house.gov/news/documentsingle.aspx?DocumentID=3180
https://www.doit.nm.gov/programs/broadband/
https://api.realfile.rtsclients.com/PublicFiles/16569e3bf98c467e95901b46fd511499/3a35c2bc-8ebf-4755-9d91-ba95011f3ddf/nm-statewide-middle-mile-network-rfi.pdf
https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/governor-hochul-announces-release-statewide-address-level-broadband-map?utm_source=sendgrid&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Newsletters&mc_cid=f65af405db&mc_eid=81c1b38574
https://governor.nc.gov/news/press-releases/2022/05/16/north-carolina-announces-plan-join-broadband-equity-access-and-deployment-program#:~:text=The%20BEAD%20Program%20expands%20high,their%20five%2Dyear%20action%20plan.
https://governor.ohio.gov/media/news-and-media/Governor-DeWine-Announces-BroadbandOhio-Community-Accelerator-Cohort-06152022
https://governor.ohio.gov/media/news-and-media/Governor-DeWine-Lt-Governor-Husted-Announce-New-Broadband-Expansion-Projects-03182022
https://www.okcommerce.gov/wp-content/uploads/Oklahoma-Broadband-Expansion-Council-accomplishments.pdf
https://www.co.polk.or.us/boc/rural-broadband-project
https://www.governor.pa.gov/newsroom/governor-wolf-pennsylvanias-broadband-authority-ready-to-deploy-minimum-of-100-million-in-life-changing-internet-for-all-funds/?utm_source=sendgrid&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Newsletters&mc_cid=f370a9d342&mc_eid=81c1b38574
http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/BillText/BillText22/SenateText22/S2568.pdf?mc_cid=a146a8e3e9&mc_eid=81c1b38574


How South Carolina plans to invest money from federal
government on broadband expansion | WCSC (April 18,
2022) 

Additional Round of Broadband Funding Announced (April
28, 2022) 

Too many Tennesseans lack home internet access, but here's
how we can change that | The Tennessean (June 7, 2022) 

Texas Broadband Plan | The Texas Broadband Development
Office (June 15, 2022) 

VT Community Broadband Board Announces $116 Million
Broadband Construction Grant Program | Department of
Public Service (Jan. 20, 2022) 

Virginia gets $219.8 million to expand broadband to rural and low-
income communities | The Associated Press (June 7, 2022)
Bedford County, Virginia, approves multi-million broadband
contract | WSET (May 12, 2022)

Washington State Community-Led Broadband Projects Get
Massive Boost From New Grants | ILSR (March 18, 2022)

West Virginia working to avoid past broadband mistakes | The
Weirton Daily Times (June 11, 2022)
West Virginia Receives $136 Million To Expand Broadband | West
Virginia Public Broadcasting (June 7, 2022)
Mercer County, West Virginia, Seeks to Expand Internet Access |
Bluefield Daily Telegraph (May 17, 2022) 

Wisconsin Announces Increased Funding for State
Broadband Expansion Grants to $125 Million | Benton
Institute for Broadband & Society (June 6, 2022)

South Dakota
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South Carolina

Tennessee

Texas

Vermont

Virginia

Washington

West Virginia

Wisconsin

https://www.live5news.com/2022/04/18/how-south-carolina-plans-invest-money-federal-government-broadband-expansion/
https://news.sd.gov/newsitem.aspx?id=30163
https://www.tennessean.com/story/opinion/2022/06/07/broadband-how-to-help-tennesseans-who-lack-home-internet-access/10004589002/
https://comptroller.texas.gov/programs/broadband/plan.php
https://publicservice.vermont.gov/press-release/vt-community-broadband-board-announces-116-million-broadband-construction-grant
https://www.wtvr.com/news/local-news/virginia-broadband-expansion-june-07-2022
https://wset.com/news/local/its-been-a-long-time-coming-bedford-county-approves-multi-million-broadband-contract-zitel-high-speed-interenet-smith-mountain-lake-goodview-hardy-diamond-hill-virginia-may-12-2022?utm_source=sendgrid&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Newsletters
https://muninetworks.org/content/washington-state-community-led-broadband-projects-get-massive-boost-new-grants?mc_cid=530a7cf697&mc_eid=81c1b38574
https://www.weirtondailytimes.com/news/local-news/2022/06/west-virginia-working-to-avoid-past-broadband-mistakes/
https://www.wvpublic.org/government/2022-06-07/four-states-receive-first-allocations-of-10-billion-broadband-fund
https://www.govtech.com/network/west-virginia-county-seeks-to-expand-internet-access?utm_campaign=Newsletters&utm_source=sendgrid&utm_medium=email
https://www.benton.org/headlines/wisconsin-announces-increased-funding-state-broadband-expansion-grants-125-million


Next Century Cities, in conjunction with the

National Association of Telecommunications

Officers and Advisors (NATOA) and other

allied organizations, filed a March 9th letter,

accompanied by a list of principles, Pole

Attachments and the Public Interest. The

letter and principles reiterate the need for

policymakers to allow municipalities, public

power utilities, and cooperatives—whose

purpose is to serve the public interest—

flexibility and trust to manage their poles and

other assets in the best interest of their

communities.

Autonomy over pole attachment policy is
integral to local broadband strategies.
The influx of broadband funding and the

national focus on municipal networks is

bringing much-needed attention to state

policies that impede local autonomy over

Internet infrastructure. 

The Coalition for Local Internet Choice reports that 17 state laws inhibit community-

owned broadband networks or public-private partnerships. In effect, state imposed

restrictions that curb local self-determination over pole attachments can ultimately

hinder broader efforts to expand broadband networking capabilities. Instead, state

policies should complement local decision-making, which is critical for ensuring that all

residents can access and adopt high-quality home broadband.

In 2021, for example, California lawmakers proposed a bill that would have severely

limited local authority over street light and traffic signal poles. Despite opposition from

several municipalities—including cities in NCC member Counties Sonoma and Santa

Clara, such as Sebastopol and Los Altos—the legislature passed the bill, which was

subsequently vetoed by Governor Gavin Newsom. 

Continue reading this piece here. 

NCC Joins NATOA and Allies in Outlining
Public Interest Pole Attachment
Principles for Policymakers
By Ryan Johnston and Corian Zacher
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https://www.natoa.org/
https://www.natoa.org/
https://www.fcc.gov/ecfs/file/download/DOC-5fdbec3cfe800000-A.pdf?file_name=Pole%20Attachment%20Letter.pdf
https://www.fcc.gov/ecfs/file/download/DOC-5fdbec3cfe800000-B.pdf?file_name=Pole%20Attachments%20and%20the%20Public%20Interest.pdf
https://www.localnetchoice.org/
https://www.localnetchoice.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/CLIC-List-State-Barriers-7-1-21.pdf
https://www.jdsupra.com/legalnews/california-small-cell-bill-to-severely-2977039/
https://www.ci.sebastopol.ca.us/getattachment/Meeting-Event/City-Council/2021/City-Council-Meeting-April-6,-2021/Agenda-Item-Number-7-Letter-of-Opposition-SB-556-Dodd-WirelessBroadband.pdf.aspx
https://www.losaltosca.gov/sites/default/files/fileattachments/city_council/meeting/57401/7._leg_pkt2.pdf
https://www.bbklaw.com/news-events/insights/2021/legal-alerts/10/california-small-cell-bill-vetoed-but-deemed-grant#:~:text=Newsom%20vetoed%20SB%20556%E2%80%94a,small%20cell%20order%20that%20was
https://nextcenturycities.org/ncc-joins-natoa-and-allies-in-outlining-public-interest-pole-attachment-principles-for-policymakers/
https://nextcenturycities.org/ncc-joins-natoa-and-allies-in-outlining-public-interest-pole-attachment-principles-for-policymakers/


By Ryan Johnston

Providing local governments with flexibility over pole replacement and attachment costs

and timings ensures that revenue derived from those costs is reinvested into the

community. 

Municipalities, cooperatives, and non-profit electrical utilities rate-set in the public interest

based on community needs. 

The Commission should collaborate with local officials on pole attachment regulations,

which could help to unite public and private efforts to expand broadband access.

Utility poles, an essential component of broadband deployment, are controlled by a wide

variety of entities. Municipalities that own their utility poles are in the best position to determine

the costs and allocated time needed to deploy broadband services on those poles. Requiring

municipalities to modify how they collect pole replacement or attachment costs forces them to

make significant changes to their procedures and policies that may inevitably slow broadband

deployment.

On June 27, 2022, Next Century Cities filed comments with the Federal Communications

Commission (“FCC”) urging the agency to allow municipalities to maintain their autonomy over

pole attachment and replacement policies. The comments highlighted the following points: 

The Commission should not interfere with municipalities’ ability to use every tool available to

address long-standing digital divides. Requiring significant changes to pole attachment and

replacement policies will hamstring local governments. Instead, the Commission should

support their efforts to effectuate universal broadband deployment plans to all their residents. 

 

Read the FCC filing here. 

Local Control over Pole Attachment

Costs is Essential for Expediting

Broadband Deployment
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https://nextcenturycities.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/Pole-Attachment-Comments-of-Next-Century-Cities-Filed-06.27.22-.pdf
https://nextcenturycities.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/Pole-Attachment-Comments-of-Next-Century-Cities-Filed-06.27.22-.pdf
https://nextcenturycities.org/local-control-over-pole-attachment-costs-is-essential-for-expediting-broadband-deployment/


OPPORTUNITIES FOR MEMBERS

Full application open (Now through June 30, 2022) 

Co-design a solution for gigabit+ speeds (Summer 2022) 

Connect initial low-income households within weeks (Fall 2022) 

Join the WeLink Cities Challenge. Applications
are due TOMORROW, June 30, 2022.

WeLink, a next-gen fixed wireless ISP, is offering up to $100M of their own investment and a

turn-key solution to help bring affordable, high-speed internet to households in need ⁠— cities,

get your applications in NOW! 

The WeLink Cities Challenge is an initiative designed to bring future-ready broadband and

digital equity to dense urban communities across the country. With WeLink, ultrafast service

comes at no cost to Affordable Connectivity Program (ACP)-verified households and at prices

below market rate for everyone else. WeLink offers the same, uncompromising gigabit-

symmetric speeds to all customers, whether they are subsidized or paying market rate.

Applications are open through June 30, with households in selected cities gaining truly

affordable gigabit+ connectivity beginning in Fall 2022.

1.

2.

3.

 Visit the WeLink Cities Challenge website to learn more and submit your application.

The application for the 2022-2023 Community Resource Corps Cohort is now open!
Application details and requirements are available here.

Now Accepting Nominations for the  NDIA Digital Inclusion Trailblazers 
Applications can be submitted on the NDIA Digital Inclusion Trailblazers webpage, and a

detailed description of the criteria, checklist items and required supporting documentation

found on the Revised NDIA Digital Inclusion Trailblazers Infosheet. Questions should be

directed to miles@digitalinclusion.org. 

MBI is hiring an Operations Manager to support the administration of federal grant programs,

including the State’s Digital Equity Fund and Federal Digital Equity Act and BEAD programs. 

 The full application can be found here. 

Charlotte, NC
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https://welink.com/cities-challenge-application/
https://cities.welink.com/
https://welink.com/cities-challenge-application/
http://bit.ly/CRCmember
https://www.digitalinclusion.org/digital-inclusion-trailblazers/
https://www.digitalinclusion.org/digital-inclusion-trailblazers/
https://www.digitalinclusion.org/digital-inclusion-trailblazers/
https://www.digitalinclusion.org/digital-inclusion-trailblazers/
https://www.digitalinclusion.org/digital-inclusion-trailblazers/
https://www.digitalinclusion.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/Revised-NDIA-Digital-Inclusion-Trailblazers-Infosheet-v3.0-3.pdf
https://www.digitalinclusion.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/Revised-NDIA-Digital-Inclusion-Trailblazers-Infosheet-v3.0-3.pdf
https://apply.workable.com/masstech/j/69F6574C09/


OPPORTUNITIES
FOR MEMBERS
The N.C. Department of Information Technology’s Office of Digital Equity and Literacy is
developing a website repository of digital literacy trainings and resources to equip North

Carolina learners with the skills needed to function in today’s digital society. If your organization

or network has resources you would like to include on this new website, please complete the

google form HERE. If you have any questions, please contact  kiya.edwards@nc.gov.  

The M-Lab team is searching for a Director to help lead and grow the Measurement Lab
project. Learn more about the role and its requirements here. 

The University of Maryland Extension is hiring a project director to manage the statewide

Digital Literacy project to address the digital divide and increase broadband adoption in

Maryland. Find the role description and application materials here. 

The Arizona State Library is hiring a Digital Inclusion Library Consultant. Learn more about

the requirements and application process here. 

Montgomery County,  MD

IN CASE YOU MISSED IT
A recently released report, The tribal digital divide: Extent and Explanations documents

home Internet access, types of Internet access, connection speeds, and prices for basic home

Internet in tribal areas of the United States.

The National Digital Inclusion Alliance announced the dates for their 2022 Digital Inclusion
Week, which will be held October 3-7, 2022. Additional details about the week can be found

here. 
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https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfa1aGYQtb6MS2b1wSDUz57iPv9eShy1hIzp4SWZxELauSPyQ/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfa1aGYQtb6MS2b1wSDUz57iPv9eShy1hIzp4SWZxELauSPyQ/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfa1aGYQtb6MS2b1wSDUz57iPv9eShy1hIzp4SWZxELauSPyQ/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfa1aGYQtb6MS2b1wSDUz57iPv9eShy1hIzp4SWZxELauSPyQ/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfa1aGYQtb6MS2b1wSDUz57iPv9eShy1hIzp4SWZxELauSPyQ/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfa1aGYQtb6MS2b1wSDUz57iPv9eShy1hIzp4SWZxELauSPyQ/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://www.measurementlab.net/jobs/2022-05/director/
https://ejobs.umd.edu/postings/96656
https://www.azstatejobs.gov/jobs/digital-inclusion-library-consultant-phoenix-arizona-united-states
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0308596122001033?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Newsletters&utm_source=sendgrid
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.digitalinclusion.org/diw22/&sa=D&source=docs&ust=1656427244744674&usg=AOvVaw0_ngrycZsbZrkzTiuRzB89

