
 
May 18, 2021 

 

The Honorable Phil Ting    The Honorable Vince Fong 

Chair       Vice Chair 

Assembly Committee on Budget   Assembly Committee on Budget 

State Capitol, Room 6026    State Capitol, Room 6026 

Sacramento, CA 95814    Sacramento, CA 95814 

 

Re: Governor Newsom’s Broadband Proposal in May Revise 

 

Dear Chair Ting and Vice Chair Fong: 

 

The following non-profits and businesses wish to express our support for Governor Newsom’s 

budget proposal for broadband access. As the fifth-largest economy in the world, we must have a 

communications infrastructure that will keep pace with the global drive towards 21st century 

multi-gigabit connectivity. The Governor’s proposal to invest $7 billion into public fiber 

infrastructure, including the creation of an open access middle-mile fiber network by the state to 

reach all communities, will significantly reshape California’s communications access 

infrastructure into a world-class broadband network. 

 

Across the state during the pandemic, many communities -especially seniors and students - 

experienced firsthand how the existing broadband market has failed to deliver affordable high-

speed options to meet the needs of the public. We must learn from these failures to chart a new 

future that treats broadband access  as important as water and electricity. But doing so will 

require more than subsidizing the same handful of large, private actors to deliver the same 

substandard services. Solving this problem will require creating a variety of alternative local 

options to reach universal deployment while leveraging the government’s capacity to build 

infrastructure to reduce the costs of local private and public access options.  

 

The state must be willing to invest and create the means for local communities to control their 

own future. The Governor’s proposal to create a public financing program that backs 

municipalities, non-profits, cooperatives, and others to access long-term financing will unlock 

their potential to build 21st century access. Furthermore, creating funding opportunities that 



explicitly target building public or non-profit models of broadband infrastructure will ensure that 

not only will access become universal, but it will also be affordable for low-income Californians. 

Lastly, the Governor’s budget proposal to build an open access middle mile fiber network will 

ensure that all communities will have multi-gigabit capacity delivered to them, which will 

significantly lower the cost for local private and public ISPs to deliver their own last-mile 

broadband access services.  

 

We urge this committee’s support for Governor Newsom’s $7 billion proposal to invest in 

broadband infrastructure. In order to achieve universal 21st century ready access and end the 

digital divide, the state must fully embrace its role and responsibility to directly build the 

infrastructure while enabling local community choices. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Common Sense 

Electronic Frontier Foundation 

AARP 

Media Alliance 

Institute for Local Self-Reliance 

Golden State Power Cooperative 

Access Humboldt 

Council for a Strong America 

ReadyNation 

Next Century Cities 

NextGen California 

Central Coast Broadband Consortium 

 


