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Land O'Lakes
is Working 
to Close the

Digital Divide
A  C O N V E R S A T I O N  W I T H  

L A N D  O ' L A K E S '  M I C H A E L  D A N I E L S

A N D  N C C ' S  F R A N C E L L A  O C H I L L O

What do you want municipal leaders to
know about the work that your coalition
is doing, and how can they support it? 

Land O’ Lakes is a 99-year-old farmer-
owned cooperative. We are made up of
four different business units. The Dairy
Unit is what most  people know us from--
the butter and the cheese that you all see
in the grocery store. There are 1,700 dairy
farmers who are owners within the co-op.
We also have Purina Animal Nutrition
with small animal Purina, like dog and cat
food, and then the large animal Purina.
Then we also have a business called
Wingfield United, which is a crop input
business, so that includes seed, fertilizer,
and other things that a farmer would put
on their land. The Winfield and Purina
products are sold through a vast network
of agricultural retailers across the nation
and also our member cooperatives.

Read more from the Land O'Lakes
Interview here.
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https://nextcenturycities.org/land-olakes-is-working-to-close-the-digital-divide/


City Spotlights
Is There an Rural vs. Urban Digital Divide?
For this edition of our newsletter, the NCC team met virtually with communities from coast to
coast to better understand how the digital divide impacts rural and urban areas. Our interviews
illustrate how gaps in connectivity impact an entire community, regardless of population density
or industry. They feature local leaders who shared ways in which rural communities continue to
struggle with broadband adoption, just as urban communities also struggle with access. 

Determination and togetherness are central themes. At the beginning of the pandemic, Tulsa put
together a working group with different organizations. The Randolph County Housing Authority
quickly discovered that “everyone from school kids to people of working age couldn't afford
computers.” High cost and low quality internet are an ongoing problem in Delano, California, as
community leaders are also working to address high poverty and unemployment. San Antonio
highlighted the need for a holistic strategy with partnership and resources to improve access,
adoption, and digital literacy for our community. A community leader in Central Valley explained
why we need to start thinking about the Internet as a utility. He continued, “Until we get that sort
of attention, and we start getting elected officials to use that language, they're going to see better
speeds and access as a privilege for the wealthy and people in rural communities are going to
continue to be left out."
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Local officials and community leaders
are still working to respond to the
increased connectivity demands related
to COVID-19. The need is urgent and
reaches every corner of the country.
Funding strategies that pit rural versus
urban communities or prioritize access
over adoption only contribute to the
problem. Read about on our cross
country journey to:

Brownsville, Texas
Randolph County, West Virginia
Tulsa, Oklahoma
Delano, California
San Antonio, Texas
Central Valley, California

https://nextcenturycities.org/working-together-in-brownsville-texas/
https://nextcenturycities.org/connecting-hill-communities-in-randolph-county-wv/
https://nextcenturycities.org/pursuing-private-partnerships-in-tulsa-ok/
https://nextcenturycities.org/overcoming-poverty-in-delano-ca/
https://nextcenturycities.org/taking-a-holistic-approach-in-san-antonio-tx/
https://nextcenturycities.org/promoting-digital-literacy-in-central-valleys-ca/


Could you start by telling us a little about
Brownsville, Texas?

Brownsville is the 16th largest city in
Texas. Our population is about 185,000
give or take. For our broadband landscape,
we have some internet service providers
that offer broadband and internet services
here in town. I'd say maybe two years ago
we were at the top of the “Least Connected
Cities in the United States” list. So for us
that wasn't good news obviously. And it's
something that we decided to set out to
change. We've been working on a
broadband plan over the last year. What we
set out to do was take our name off that
list and put ourselves on another list,
which is one of the most connected cities
in the US. 

Brownsville, Texas
Population: 185,000

N E X T  C E N T U R Y  C I T I E S  |   0 3

W I T H  R A M I R O  G O N Z A L E Z  A N D  F E L I P E  R O M E R O ,  C I T Y  O F  B R O W N S V I L L E

So we're working together with a consultant
who's done this sort of work before to come
up with a broadband plan. That'll let us
know where the fiber is needed, how we can
create this network, and how to make it
available to our residents and businesses
here locally.

Read more from Brownsville's story here.

https://nextcenturycities.org/working-together-in-brownsville-texas/


Can you give us an overview of Randolph
County and the work you all are doing.

We have about six different counties that
we serve in West Virginia. Randolph
County is the primary one. We serve
Tucker County, Barbour County, Upshur
County, and Lewis County as well. In this
area, we found the COVID impact of not
having access to broadband and digital
devices. Last year, Rural LISC, the Local
Initiatives Support Coalition, came to us
and said “we have this program called the
digital navigator program. We think it
would be a good fit for you.”

It was something that our organization had
never thought about taking on, but in
discussing with rural LISC, we learned
what this program is about. It’s about
trying to help people learn computer
basics and helping them find ways to
procure computers and Internet
subscriptions at low costs. 

In this region, we have a lot of very low-
income and low income families in the
areas that we serve. Primarily Highland
Community Builders, the other
organization I am involved with, is really
focused on very low income families. And
so we really took this on and we were, I
think, a little bit shocked at how much the
service was needed. At least I was, and I live
in a town called Elkins, the biggest town in
Randolph County.

Read more from Randolph's story here.

Randolph County, WV
Population: 28,695
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W I T H  J E N N I F E R  G R I G G S ,  R A N D O L P H  C O U N T Y  H O U S I N G  A U T H O R I T Y

https://nextcenturycities.org/connecting-hill-communities-in-randolph-county-wv/


Tell us about connectivity initiatives in
Tulsa.

City of Tulsa: Our first big project is called
Connect Tulsa, which recognized the
importance of having broadband internet,
particularly for students and workers. What
we wanted to do was offer subsidized
broadband internet, particularly for
households with kids who attended public
schools in Tulsa. We've been working with
Cox Communications to do it and they've
been a really good partner. 

At the beginning of the pandemic, we put
together a working group with lots of
folks from different organizations to
think about what was needed. That is
where the subsidizing broadband idea
came from. We started the program and
people began signing up around October.
Toward the beginning of the pandemic,
we had an organization called Tulsa
Responds that came in and created a call
center.

The idea was: you put in your contact
information, somebody got in touch with
you and talked through your situation
and what aid was out there to support
you. We actually picked up that
infrastructure and have been using it to
put the word out about Connect Tulsa. 

Read more from Tulsa's story here.

Tulsa, Oklahoma
Population: 402,324
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W I T H  C L A Y  H O L K ,  C I T Y  O F  T U L S A

https://nextcenturycities.org/pursuing-private-partnerships-in-tulsa-ok/


Could you start out by telling us a little bit
about Delano?

Delano is located in Kern County, which is
within the South San Joaquin Valley. For
those who have never heard of it, I won’t
blame you because the population is a little
over 53,000. It's known for being the
center of the labor rights movement of the
1960s and going into the 1970s led by
Caesar Chavez and Philip Vera Cruz.

I would say when we look at the US Census
data, Delano has a high poverty rate of
20%. At the beginning of the year, they
were given a report that had an
unemployment rate of 22%. With the
pandemic, we're assuming that that's gone
higher. When you look at the Census, it
tells you that around 40% of our
community are immigrants.

That’s what is special about the Central
Valley and Delano. There is a large
undocumented population as well. And
this is where the demographics are
intertwined with a high poverty rate, high
unemployment rates, and an
undocumented population.

Read more from Delano's story here.

Delano, California
Population: 52,886
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W I T H  M A Y O R  B R Y A N  O S O R I O

https://nextcenturycities.org/overcoming-poverty-in-delano-ca/


Could you start by telling us a bit about
the broadband landscape in San Antonio?

We are not unique in San Antonio. We are
really similar to everybody else who is
struggling with broadband issues, even in a
big city. We have several internet service
providers. Of course, we have those same
conversations with them and get feedback
from them saying that the majority of San
Antonio has access. However, we know that
whether the connection is there or not, we
still have well over 20% of our community
that doesn't have a home broadband
connection. 

So we are really figuring out why, and it's
pretty much everything that other
communities struggle with, whether it's
not having the skills, affordability, or a
combination thereof.

Getting details around the “why” is the
reason the City of San Antonio partnered
with the Digital inclusion Alliance of San
Antonio and the University of Texas at San
Antonio to do a Digital Inclusion Survey and
Assessment in 2019-2020.

Read more from San Antonio's story here.

San Antonio, Texas
Population: 1.5 Million
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W I T H  C A N D E L A R I A  M E N D O Z A ,  B R I A N  D I L L A R D ,  

A N D  J O H N  R O D R I G U E Z ,  C I T Y  O F  S A N  A N T O N I O

https://nextcenturycities.org/taking-a-holistic-approach-in-san-antonio-tx/


Can you tell us a little about yourself and
your community?

I'm currently a professor at the College of
the Sequoias Community College here in
the South Valley. I've also been previously
involved in organizing efforts, sort of
advocacy around a lot of different issues
like immigration and healthcare. At the
beginning of the pandemic, I co-authored
an op-ed in Bakersfield, California,
because we noticed there wasn't a
prioritization for increasing broadband
access to youth and students as we
transitioned to online distance learning. I
think there were a lot of assumptions
around this transition to distance learning
and access to broadband, not necessarily
internet access, but access to spaces in
general that people weren't taking into
consideration.

I know former Representative TJ Cox
proposed a broadband bill of rights when
he was in Congress. I'm hoping we have
more local officials paying attention to
broadband circumstances that people deal
with because especially in the Valley, I
think there's such a lack of competition
and a lack of government spending to
solve the problem.

Read more about Central Valleys' story
here.

Central Valley, California
Population: 3.8 Million
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W I T H  R A N D Y  V I L L E G A S ,  C O L L E G E  O F  T H E  S E Q U O I A S

https://nextcenturycities.org/promoting-digital-literacy-in-central-valleys-ca/


J o b  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  a r e  c i r c u l a t e d  p r i m a r i l y  w i t h i n  t h e  t e c h  p o l i c y  g r o u p s  a n d
t h e i r  n e t w o r k s ,  t h e r e f o r e  m a k i n g  a c c e s s  t o  t h e s e  n e t w o r k s  c r u c i a l  f o r  e n t e r i n g
t h e  f i e l d .
J o b  d e s c r i p t i o n  c o n t e n t  c a n  i n f l u e n c e  t h e  a p p l i c a n t  p o o l ,  d e c r e a s i n g  o r
i n c r e a s i n g  t h e  p o o l  o f  d i v e r s e  a p p l i c a n t s .
T h e r e  i s  a  l a c k  o f  d a t a  o n  e a r l y - c a r e e r  h i r i n g  i n  t e c h n o l o g y  p o l i c y  n o n p r o f i t s ;
e n c o u r a g i n g  d a t a  c o l l e c t i o n  c o u l d  i n c r e a s e  d i v e r s i t y .

L i k e  m a n y  i n d u s t r i e s ,  e a r l y  c a r e e r  r o l e s  i n  t e c h  p o l i c y  i s  a  d i s p o s i t i v e  f a c t o r  i n
w h o  a d v a n c e s  i n t o  d e c i s i o n  m a k i n g  r o l e s .  C a n d i d a t e s  w h o  a r e  n u r t u r e d  a s  i n t e r n s
a n d  f e l l o w s  a r e  m o r e  l i k e l y  t o  p u r s u e  p o s i t i o n s  o f  i n c r e a s i n g  s e n i o r i t y .  T h a t
p i p e l i n e  h a s  a  d i r e c t  i m p a c t  o n  w h o  i s  w o r k i n g  t o  e x p a n d  b r o a d b a n d  a c c e s s  a n d
h o w  p o l i c i e s  a r e  c r a f t e d  t o  i m p r o v e  a d o p t i o n  w h i l e  e n s u r i n g  t h a t  p o l i c y
f r a m e w o r k s  r e f l e c t  a  s o c i o e c o n o m i c  a n d  g e o g r a p h i c  d i v e r s i t y  o f  t h o u g h t .  

I n  F e b r u a r y  2 0 2 1 ,  P u b l i c  K n o w l e d g e  r e l e a s e d  a  r e p o r t ,  D i v e r s i t y  i n  E a r l y - C a r e e r
T e c h  P o l i c y  R o l e s :  C h a l l e n g e s  a n d  O p p o r t u n i t i e s .  T s i o n  T e s f a y e ,  C o m m u n i c a t i o n
J u s t i c e  F e l l o w  a n d  L e a d  W r i t e r ,  e x a m i n e s  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  r a c i a l  a n d  e t h n i c
d i v e r s i t y  i n  e a r l y - c a r e e r  t e c h n o l o g y  p o l i c y  r o l e s ,  o f f e r s  i d e a s  f o r  i n c r e a s i n g
d i v e r s i t y ,  a n d  o u t l i n e s  t h e  i m p a c t s  o f  t e c h n o l o g y  p o l i c y  o n  u n d e r r e p r e s e n t e d
p o p u l a t i o n s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  p e o p l e  o f  c o l o r .  

T h e  r e p o r t  d o c u m e n t s  p r a c t i c e s  t h a t  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  c a n  i m p l e m e n t  t o  a t t r a c t  a n d
r e t a i n  d i v e r s e  a d v o c a t e s ,  a l l o w i n g  “ p e o p l e  w h o  a r e  m o s t  a f f e c t e d  b y  a  p r o b l e m
t o  b e  p a r t  o f  t h e  s o l u t i o n . ”  A  s u r v e y  o f  t e c h n o l o g y  p o l i c y  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  a l s o
r e v e a l e d  t h a t :

F o s t e r i n g  d i v e r s i t y  i m p r o v e s  p r o b l e m - s o l v i n g  c a p a b i l i t i e s  a n d  i n c r e a s e s  t h e
t a l e n t  p o o l  i n  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  w o r k i n g  t o  a d d r e s s  t h e  d i g i t a l  d i v i d e .  R e v i e w
T e s f a y e ’ s  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  h e r e .  P u b l i c  K n o w l e d g e  a l s o  h o s t e d  a  w e b i n a r ,  A  S e a t
a t  t h e  T a b l e :  H o w  T e c h  P o l i c y  G r o u p s  C a n  W e l c o m e  D i v e r s e  T a l e n t ,  t h a t  e x p a n d e d
o n  k e y  f i n d i n g s  i n  t h e  r e p o r t .

Impacts the Talent Pool Working to Close the Digital Divide
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https://www.publicknowledge.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Diversity-in-Early-Career-Tech-Policy-Roles_Public-Knowledge.pdf
https://www.publicknowledge.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Diversity-in-Early-Career-Tech-Policy-Roles_Public-Knowledge.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eCK_HqzLMco&feature=youtu.be
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States couldn't afford to wait for the FCC's broadband maps to improve. So they didn't. States are

taking broadband mapping into their own hands. With billions of dollars in federal funding at stake,

Georgia, Maine, Pennsylvania and others are building their own granular data to pinpoint gaps in

internet coverage.

Governors across the country are sharing their vision for broadband expansion in 2021. As

governors deliver their State of the State addresses, at least 33 have acknowledged that broadband

access must be a priority for all people. Many of these governors are putting their words into action

by unlocking new opportunities for funding and partnerships across their states.

House Republicans propose nationwide ban on municipal broadband networks. Reps. Cathy

McMorris Rodgers (R-Wash.) and Bob Latta (R-Ohio) recently announced the CONNECT Act

(“Communities Overregulating Networks Need Economic Competition Today”). The Act would

implement a blanket ban on any further expansion of deployment of publicly supported broadband

networks while creating an exception for existing municipal networks and the Tennessee Valley

Authority. Read NCC's analysis on the legislative proposal here.

Acting Chairwoman Rosenworcel Establishes Broadband Data Task Force. On February 17th, Acting

FCC Chairwoman Jessica Rosenworcel announced a cross-agency broadband data task force that will

coordinate efforts within the FCC to collect and update the FCC Form 477 data. NCC has previously

commented on the need for a more accurate and granular data collection process. The Acting

Chairwoman also underscored the need for local, state, and tribal governments and consumers to

have reliable access to this data.

https://www.nga.org/news/commentary/governors-expanding-access-broadband-2021/?utm_source=sendgrid&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Newsletters
https://arstechnica.com/tech-policy/2021/02/gop-plan-for-broadband-competition-would-ban-city-run-networks-across-us/
https://republicans-energycommerce.house.gov/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/CONNECT-Act.pdf
https://nextcenturycities.org/house-connect-act-would-erect-new-barriers-for-municipal-broadband-networks/
https://www.fcc.gov/document/rosenworcel-establishes-broadband-data-task-force
https://nextcenturycities.org/getting-broadband-to-every-american-starts-with-accurate-data/
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NCC is Working to 
Connect Members

NCC F ILES  REPLY COMMENTS ON THE EMERGENCY BROADBAND BENEFIT
On  February  16 ,  2021 ,  NCC  submit ted  rep l y  comments  i n  response  to  the  FCC ’ s

reques t  fo r  publ i c  i nput  on  admin i s te r ing  the  Emergency  Broadband  Benef i t ,  a

program  that  wi l l  he lp  l ow - i ncome  househo lds  mainta in  broadband  In te rnet

se rv i ces  dur ing  the  COVID - 19  pandemic .  The  comments  e leva te  the  impor tance  of

co l l abora t ion  with  l oca l  of f i c ia l s  and  communi ty - l e ve l  par tner s  whi le

implement ing  the  program .

THE ROUNDTABLE ON THE EMERGENCY BROADBAND BENEFIT  WAS AN
OPPORTUNITY  FOR NCC TO ELEVATE COMMENTS FROM MUNICIPAL  LEADERS .  

The  FCC  hosted  a  roundtab le  on  the  Emergency  Broadband  Benef i t ,  a  $3 .2  bi l l i on

program  that  wi l l  prov ide  a  di scount  of  up  to  $50  per  month  towards  broadband

serv ice  fo r  e l ig ib le  househo lds .  Res idents  on  T r iba l  l ands  wi l l  be  e l ig ib le  fo r  up  to

$75  per  month .  NCC ’ s  Execut i ve  Di rec to r ,  France l l a  Ochi l lo ,  par t i c ipated  i n  the

routab le  and  e leva ted  l oca l  i n s ights  i n  a  di scuss ion  with  mult ip le  i ndus t r y ,

government ,  and  advocacy  groups .

IN  A  SERIES  OF  MEETINGS WITH FOUR FCC COMMISSIONERS,  NCC REITERATED
THE COMMUNITY  LEVEL  IMPACT OF THE EBB .

Next  Century  Ci t ie s  met  with  the  of f i ces  of  Act ing  Cha i rwoman  Jess i ca

Rosenworce l  and  Commiss ioner s  Brendan  Car r ,  Geof f rey  Sta rks ,  and  Nathan

S imington  of  the  FCC  to  di scuss  implementat ion  ru les  fo r  the  EBBP .  We  urged  te

agency  to  deve lop  program  that  ru les  are  c lea r  and  respons i ve  to  cur rent

connect i v i t y  needs  whi le  reduc ing  enro l lment  bar r ie r s  fo r  consumers  and

prov ider s .  

NCC SUPPORTS DIGITAL  EQUITY  EFFORTS IN  BALTIMORE,  MARYLAND .

Next  Century  Ci t ie s  s ta f f  met  with  l oca l  and  s ta te  of f i c ia l s  as  wel l  as  dig i ta l  equ i t y

advocates  f rom  the  Ci ty  of  Ba l t imore ,  Sta te  of  Mary land ,  and  communi ty

o rgan iza t ions .  NCC  shared  oppor tun i t i e s  to  bu i ld  on  broadband  access  and

adopt ion  i n i t i a t i ves  fo r  res idents .  V iew  the  mater ia l s  prepared  fo r  l oca l  and  s ta te

o f f i c i a l s  here .  

P O R T L A N D ,  O R

https://nextcenturycities.org/next-century-cities-files-reply-comments-on-the-emergency-broadband-benefit-program/
https://nextcenturycities.org/ncc-highlighted-local-insights-in-the-fccs-emergency-broadband-benefit-roundtable/
https://nextcenturycities.org/in-a-series-of-meetings-with-fcc-commissioners-ncc-highlights-the-community-level-impact-of-the-emergency-broadband-benefit-program/
https://nextcenturycities.org/next-century-cities-supports-role-model-digital-equity-efforts-in-baltimore/
https://nextcenturycities.org/next-century-cities-supports-role-model-digital-equity-efforts-in-baltimore/


Lancaster, Pennsylvania

NCC SUPPORTS A  LEGISLATIVE  PROPOSAL FOR PUBLIC  ENTIT IES  IN  WASHINGTON
TO PROVIDE BROADBAND SERVICE  

On  February  2nd ,  Next  Century  Ci t ie s  j o ined  a  coa l i t ion  of  a l l i ed  organ iza t ions  i n  a

le t te r  suppor t ing  Wash ington ’ s  HB  1 336 ,  a  bi l l  that  would  c lea r  the  l ega l  pathway  fo r  a l l

pub l i c  ent i t i e s  i n  the  s ta te  to  prov ide  broadband  se rv i ce  and  he lp  c lose  the  dig i ta l

d i v ide .

IN  PARTNERSHIP  WITH BCA ALLIES ,  NCC URGES FCC TO UPDATE INACCURACIES  IN
THE 2021  BROADBAND DEPLOYMENT REPORT
NCC  j o ined  f e l low  members  of  the  Broadband  Connects  Amer ica  Coa l i t ion  i n  a  l e t te r  to

the  FCC  express ing  se r ious  concern  with  i naccura te  conc lus ions  conta ined  i n  the  2021

Broadband  Deployment  Repor t .

NCC SUBMITS  COMMENTS WITH THE CALIFORNIA PUBLIC  UTIL IT IES  COMMISSION
On  February  1 ,  2021 ,  NCC  submit ted  comments  i n  re sponse  to  the  Ca l i fo rn ia  Publ i c

Ut i l i t i e s  Commiss ion ’ s  reques t  fo r  i nput  on  a  pi lo t  proposa l  to  i nc lude  f ibe r  i n  f ac i l i t i e s

res to ra t ion  fo l lowing  natura l  di sas te r s  and  a  query  i n to  how  the  rough ly  one  mil l ion

do l la r s  i n  i t s  Dig i ta l  Div ide  Account  shou ld  be  used .  NCC ’ s  re sponse  h igh l ights  the

impor tance  of  i nc lud ing  l oca l  i n s ights  and  exper t i se  i n  s ta te  broadband  plann ing .

NCC PARTICIPATES  IN  INAUGURAL MEETING WITH ACTING CHAIR  ROSENWORCEL
Pres ident  Joseph  Biden  appo inted  Commiss ioner  Jess i ca  Rosenworce l  as  Act ing

Cha i rwoman  of  the  Federa l  Communicat ions  Commiss ion  ( “Commiss ion ” )  on  January

2 1 s t .  One  week  l a te r ,  Cha i rwoman  Rosenworce l  par t i c ipated  i n  a  meet ing  with  publ i c

in te res t  groups – the  f i r s t  i n  her  new  ro le – i n  which  advocates  of fe red  i nput  on  what  the

agency  shou ld  tack le  as  immedia te  pr io r i t i e s .  Ryan  Johns ton ,  NCC ’ s  Po l i cy  Counc i l  fo r

Federa l  Po l i cy  j o ined  the  meet ing  to  h igh l ight  the  impor tance  of  l oca l  connect ions .

NCC &  ALLIES  PRESSURE THE PRESIDENT TO NOMINATE A  5TH FCC COMMISSIONER
In  a  January  28th  l e t te r ,  Next  Century  Ci t ie s  a long  with  publ i c  i n te res t s  a l l i e s  asked  the

Whi te  House  to  exped ient l y  nominate ,  and  the  Senate  to  qu ick l y  conf i rm ,  a  new

Commiss ioner  to  the  FCC .

FOCUSED ON LOCAL PARTNERSHIPS ,  PROMOTING ENROLLMENT,  AND COMPETIT ION,
NCC F ILES  COMMENTS ON THE EMERGENCY BROADBAND BENEFIT .

NCC  submit ted  comments  on  how  the  FCC  shou ld  implement  the  Emergency

Broadband  Benef i t  Program .  NCC ’ s  comments  focus  on  deve lop ing  an  i nc lus i ve  and

compet i t i ve  l i s t  of  par t i c ipat ing  prov ider s ,  i ncorpora t ing  pr ic ing  di sc losure

requ i rements  to  he lp  the  Commiss ion  assess  a f fo rdab i l i t y ,  and  par tner ing  with  l oca l

and  s ta te  of f i c ia l s  who  are  c r i t i ca l  par tner s  fo r  promot ing  the  program .

O T T U M W A ,  I A
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https://nextcenturycities.org/what-washingtons-hb-1336-means-for-municipalities-across-the-u-s/
https://nextcenturycities.org/next-century-cities-and-bca-allies-urge-the-fcc-to-redress-inaccurate-conclusions-in-the-2021-broadband-deployment-report/
https://nextcenturycities.org/next-century-cities-elevates-local-perspectives-in-cpucs-proceeding-on-installing-resilient-and-reliable-broadband-infrastructure-across-california/
https://nextcenturycities.org/next-century-cities-joins-inaugural-meeting-with-acting-fcc-chair-jessica-rosenworcel/
https://nextcenturycities.org/next-century-cities-joins-public-interest-allies-in-a-letter-urging-the-speedy-nomination-and-confirmation-of-a-fifth-fcc-commissioner/
https://nextcenturycities.org/fccebbp/


Lancaster, Pennsylvania

BROADBAND 101  WEBINAR
On  January  21 s t ,  Next  Century  Ci t ie s ’  Po l i cy  Counse l  fo r  Loca l  &  Sta te  In i t i a t i ves ,

Cor ian  Zacher ,  and  Po l i cy  Assoc ia te ,  Lukas  Pie t rzak ,  l ed  members  and  communi ty

advocates  i n  a  di scuss ion  about  the  bas ics  of  l aunch ing  and  re sourc ing  broadband

in i t i a t i ves .  Th i s  “Broadband  10 1 ”  webinar  covered  a  range  of  top ics  f rom  ident i f y ing

fund ing  oppor tun i t i e s  and  improv ing  broadband  mapping  data  to  COVID - 19  re sponse

measures  and  the  new  Biden -Har r i s  Admin i s t ra t ion  pr io r i t i e s .

NCC F ILES  LETTER REGARDING COVID- 19  IN  OHIO
Next  Century  Ci t ie s  submit ted  a  re sponse  to  Cuyahoga  County ’ s  reques t  fo r

in fo rmat ion  (RFI )  on  January  15 ,  2021 .  S ince  soc ia l  di s tanc ing  precaut ions  re la ted  to

the  Coronav i rus  (COVID - 19 )  pandemic  began ,  count ies ,  towns ,  and  c i t i e s  across  the

count ry  are  i nc reas ing l y  aware  of  the  impor tance  of  improv ing  broadband  access  fo r

a l l  re s idents .

NCC URGES LOCAL LEADERS TO COMMENT ON THE FCC’S  EMERGENCY
BROADBAND BENEFIT  PROCEEDING
NCC  and  other  publ i c  i n te res t  a l l i e s  met  with  Commiss ioner  Geof f rey  Sta rks  on

January  8th ,  to  di scuss  proposa l s  fo r  the  EBB .  France l l a  Ochi l lo ,  NCC ’ s  Execut i ve

D i rec to r ,  expressed  the  need  fo r  prov ider s  of  a l l  s i zes  –  i nc lud ing  munic ipa l  networks

and  e lec t r i c  coops  –  to  be  i nc luded  i n  the  program .  She  a l so  exp la ined  why  ta rgeted

media  out reach  and  par tner sh ips  with  communi ty -based  organ iza t ions  wi l l  be  c r i t i ca l

fo r  i n fo rming  l ow - i ncome  househo lds  that  have  l im i ted  access  to  announcements

on l ine .
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https://nextcenturycities.org/next-century-cities-hosts-broadband-101-webinar/
https://nextcenturycities.org/next-century-cities-raises-importance-of-community-partnerships-with-cuyahoga-county-ohio/
https://nextcenturycities.org/the-fcc-needs-local-insights-to-ensure-that-the-emergency-broadband-benefit-program-reaches-low-income-residents/


The  FCC  i s  get t ing  ready  to  l aunch  a  new  $ 3 .2  bi l l ion

Emergency  Broadband  Benef i t  program  to  ass is t  consumers

with  broadband  in ternet  costs  dur ing  the  COVID-19

emergency .  The  program ,  born  of  the  Conso l ida ted

Appropr ia t ions  Act  of  2021 ,  a ims  to  prov ide  consumers  wi th  up

to  $ 50  a  month  d iscount  on  broadband  i n te rnet  serv ices  and

assoc ia ted  equ ipment .  The  benef i t  i nc reases  to  $ 7 5  per  month

for  par t ic ipants  who  res ide  on  Federa l l y- recogn ized  Tr iba l

l ands .  El ig ib le  househo lds  may  a lso  rece ive  a  d iscount  on  one

suppor ted  dev ice  ( l ap top ,  desktop  computer ,  or  tab le t )  wi th  a

copay  of  $10- $ 50  towards  the  purchase  pr ice .  

 

I f  imp lemented  ef fec t i ve l y ,  the  EBB  program  wi l l  a l low  l oca l

leaders  to  he lp  l ow- i ncome  res idents  overcome  one  of  the

la rges t  bar r ie rs  to  broadband  adopt ion—a f fo rdab i l i t y .  Loca l

o f f i c ia l s  and  communi ty  l eaders  can  he lp  ensure  tha t  everyone

who  qua l i f i es  fo r  the  program  knows  tha t  i t  i s  ava i l ab le .  The

FCC  i s  work ing  th rough  ways  to  at t rac t  robust  par t ic ipa t ion

among  serv ice  prov iders  to  ensure  tha t  every  e l ig ib le  res ident

has  serv ice  opt ions .  Communi t ies  tha t  prov ide  broadband

serv ice ,  e i ther  d i rec t l y  or  th rough  pub l ic-pr iva te  par tnersh ips ,

shou ld  app ly  to  be  a  par t ic ipa t ing  prov ider .  El ig ib i l i t y  ru les  wi l l

be  re leased  i n  March  2021 .
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The Emergency 
Broadband Benefit

The  FCC  i s  mobi l i z ing  peop le  and

organ iza t ions  to  he lp  ensure  tha t

the  l ow- i ncome  househo lds  i n

your  communi ty  f ind  out  about  the

Emergency  Broadband  Benef i t .

Loca l  government  of f ic ia l s  and

communi ty  l eaders  can  s ign-up  to

be  an  out reach  par tner  here .

https://www.fcc.gov/broadbandbenefit
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Examining the House CONNECT Act
B Y  R Y A N  J O H N S T O N ,  P O L I C Y  C O U N S E L ,  F E D E R A L  P R O G R A M S

The COVID-19 pandemic has shown that
broadband access is essential for distance
learning, telework, and telehealth
applications. To that end, on February 16,
2021, House republicans announced a series
of 28 bills that are intended to “improve”
broadband competition and connectivity
across the nation. One bill is of particular
concern. 

The “Communities Overregulating Networks
Need Economic Competition Today” Act
(“CONNECT” Act) claims to promote
competition by limiting government run
broadband networks. Specifically, it states, “a
State or political subdivision thereof may not
provide or offer for sale to the public, a
telecommunications provider, or to a
commercial provider of broadband internet
access service, retail or wholesale broadband
internet access service.”

The proposal provides an exception that
would allow existing state and municipal
networks to continue to provide service in
areas where there is not more than one
commercial provider. 

Unfortunately, even if a municipal provider is
allowed to continue providing service they
would be barred from expanding service
networks outside of the geographic areas in
which the State or municipality lawfully
operates. 

Notably, the proposed bill expressly exempts
the Tennessee Valley Authority from these
restrictions. Of particular concern, it would
also prevent the Federal Communications
Commission (“FCC”) from preempting State
laws that prohibit the creation and operation
of state or municipal networks. 

The FCC estimates that at least 14.5 million
Americans don’t have access to broadband
Internet. Municipal broadband networks
provide critical connectivity resources for
those in urban and rural areas that may not
have other options for service. 

Unfortunately, if enacted, this bill would stop
states and municipalities from continuing to
expand their service networks. It would also
curb competition with traditional providers,
limiting price and service quality in
countless communities. 

Local leaders welcome opportunities to work
with elected officials on proposals that will,
in effect, promote public and private
investment. This attempt misses the mark as
erect barriers for new community-based
networks, while reducing public investment
in broadband.

https://republicans-energycommerce.house.gov/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/CONNECT-Act.pdf


“We d e s p e r a t e l y  n e e d  f e d e r a l  ma t c h i n g  f u n d s  d e p l o y e d  d i r e c t l y  t o  l o c a l  c ommun i t i e s
t o  h e l p  f u n d  t h i s  b u i l d o u t  w i t h o u t  f u n n e l i n g  t h o s e  m o n i e s  v i a  t h o s e  s t a t e
g o v e r nmen t s  wh o r e f u s e  t o  a l l o w mu n i c i p a l i t i e s  t o  t a k e  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e i r  own h i g h
s p e e d  i n t e r n e t  d e s t i n y . ”

“ A s  we e v o l v e  t e c h n o l o g i c a l l y  t o  whe r e v o i c e  a n d  v i d e o  a r e j u s t  a p p l i c a t i o n s  o n a n
I P - b a s e d  b r o a d b a n d  n e t w o r k ,  t h e r e h a s  n e v e r  b e e n a b e t t e r  t i m e t o  a c h i e v e
s t r u c t u r a l  s e p a r a t i o n  b e t w e e n i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  a n d  c o n t e n t  p r o v i d e r s . ”

“ The B i d e n  A dm i n i s t r a t i o n  s h o u l d  p r i o r i t i z e  e n s u r i n g  t h e r e i s  f i b e r  r e a c h i n g  t o
e v e r y  c i t y  a n d  t ow n .  Then s u p p o r t  t h e t ow n / c i t y  i n  f i n d i n g  t h e f a s t e s t  a n d  m o s t
a f f o r d a b l e  wa y t o  g e t  r e l i a b l e  c ommun i c a t i o n  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  u s i n g  d i f f e r e n t
t e c h n o l o g i e s  a n d  s t r a t e g i e s . ”

“ The FCC d a t a  c o l l e c t i o n  s y s t em (map s a n d  F o rm 477 en t r i e s )  i s  i n a c c u r a t e  a n d
i n s u f f i c i e n t .  Le g i s l a t i o n  h a s  b e e n p a s s e d  t o  i m p r o v e t h e mapp i n g  wh i c h  w i l l
u l t i m a t e l y  i m p r o v e a c c e s s .  The FCC h a s n e v e r  c o l l e c t e d  p r i c i n g  i n f o  f r om
p r o v i d e r s ,  t h o u g h .  H a v i n g  t h i s  d a t a  w i l l  g o  a l o n g  wa y t o  h e l p i n g  a f f o r d a b i l i t y  a s
we l l  m a k i n g  t h e I SP s a c c o u n t a b l e . ”

Next  Century  Cit ies  i s  co l lect ing  feedback  f rom  loca l  of f ic ia l s  in  “6

Asks  for  the  46th  Pres ident . ”  The  l i s t  wi l l  inc lude  recommended

pr io r i t i e s  fo r  the  Biden -Harr i s  Admin i s t ra t ion ,  the  1 17 th  Congress ,  and

the  Federa l  Communicat ions  Commiss ion .  Based  on  member  f eedback  in

2020 ,  we  shared  th ree  goa l s  that  would  he lp  to  ensure  that  every

communi ty  has  f as t ,  a f fo rdab le ,  and  re l i ab le .  However ,  the  new

Admin i s t ra t ion  needs  to  hear  f rom  you  –  your  communi ty 's  s to ry  in  your

own  words .  

Submit  feedback  for  the  Execut ive  Branch ,  Congress ,  or  the  FCC  here .

Quotes  wi l l  be  e levated  in  a  l e t te r  to  the  Pres ident  and  Congress  and

documented  in  FCC  f i l ings  not ing  only  the  munic ipa l i t y  and  s ta te .

Names  and  emai l s  wi l l  not  be  shared .  Ci ty  counc i l  members ,  ut i l i t y

managers ,  techno logy  di rectors ,  economic  deve lopment  of f i ce r s ,  ch ie f

in fo rmat ion  of f i ce r s ,  and  others  have  a l ready  weighed - in .  Here  are  a  f ew

excerpts  f rom  the i r  February  2021  submiss ions :
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https://nextcenturycities.org/wp-content/uploads/6-Questions-for-the-46th-President-FINAL.pdf
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSei7FatYQ_3VfW_AdMr3x_LKH94diWWe53cxs_W3ZG-ThrH_Q/viewform?usp=sf_link


The  Federa l  Communicat ions  Commiss ion  ( "FCC " )  makes  ru les  that

shape  broadband  po l i cy  and  prov ides  di rec t ion  on  what  re sources  are

ass igned  to  suppor t  broadband  dep loyment .  In  f ac t ,  the  agency  i s

re spons ib le  fo r  a l locat ing  bi l l i ons  of  do l la r s  to  dep loy  broadband  to

unse rved  and  underse rved  communi t ie s .  

The  agency  can  s ta r t  a  proceed ing  to  c reate  or  change  ru les  and

po l i c ie s  when  i t  ident i f i e s  a  need .  I t  can  a l so  do  so  when  an  outs ide

par ty  f i l e s  a  pet i t ion  seek ing  new  regu la t ions  or  change  i n  ex i s t ing

ru les .  

NCC  encourages  l oca l  of f i c ia l s  to  prov ide  i nput  on  how  to  improve

broadband  po l i cy .  I f  your  communi ty  i s  th ink ing  about  ways  to

par t i c ipate  i n  the  FCC ’ s  publ i c  comment  f i l l i ng  process ,  rev iew  the

FCC ’ s  i n s t ruc t ions  here .  For  i n fo rmat ion  about  the  comment

submiss ion  process  or  reques t ing  meet ings  with  s ta f f ,  l oca l  of f i c ia l s

can  contact  Ryan  Johnston ,  Po l icy  Counse l ,  Federa l  Programs at
ryan@nextcenturyc i t ies .org .

How To:
Submit FCC
Comments
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https://www.fcc.gov/proceedings-actions
https://nextcenturycities.org/how-to-submit-comments-to-the-federal-communications-commission-2/
https://www.fcc.gov/consumers/guides/how-comment


B r o a d b a n d  p o l i c y  d i s c u s s i o n s  a r e
o f t e n  r e d u c e d  i n t o  h o w  b r o a d b a n d
s h o u l d  b e  d e p l o y e d  i n  r u r a l  a r e a s ,
a n d  w h y  a d o p t i o n  i s  a n  o n g o i n g
i s s u e  a m o n g  u r b a n  p o p u l a t i o n s .
T h e  t e c h n o l o g i e s  a n d  s t r a t e g i e s
n e e d e d  f o r  s u c c e s s  a r e
f u n d a m e n t a l l y  d i f f e r e n t .  W h a t  t h e y
s h a r e  i n  c o m m o n  i s  t h a t  b o t h  u r b a n
a n d  r u r a l  s o l u t i o n s  r e q u i r e  f u n d i n g
t o  i m p r o v e .  

M a n y  f e d e r a l  a n d  s t a t e  f u n d i n g
p r o g r a m s  s e p a r a t e  f u n d i n g
o p p o r t u n i t i e s  i n t o  u r b a n  a n d  r u r a l .
T h i s  a p p r o a c h  o f t e n  p r i o r i t i z e s  a
p e r c e i v e d  l a c k  o f  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  i n
r u r a l  a r e a s ,  a n d  p r i o r i t i z e s  d i g i t a l
a d o p t i o n  p r o g r a m s  i n  u r b a n  o n e s .

P r i o r i t i z i n g  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  i n  r u r a l
a r e a s  a n d  d i g i t a l  a d o p t i o n  i n  u r b a n
c e n t e r s  w i l l  o n l y  a d d r e s s  p a r t s  o f  a
m u c h  m o r e  c o m p l e x  d i g i t a l
d i l e m m a .

F u n d i n g  s h o u l d  n o t  b e  a r b i t r a r i l y
l o c k e d  b e h i n d  r u r a l  a n d  u r b a n
d e s i g n a t i o n s .  I n s t e a d ,  i t  s h o u l d  b e
m a d e  a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h o s e  c o m m u n i t i e s
t h a t  n e e d  i t  t h e  m o s t  f o r  c o m m u n i t y
l e a d e r s  t o  i d e n t i f y  t h e  b e s t
c o n n e c t i v i t y  s t r a t e g i e s .  

T h e  m o s t  r e c e n t  B r o a d b a n d
D e p l o y m e n t  R e p o r t  r e l e a s e d  b y  t h e
F e d e r a l  C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  C o m m i s s i o n
( “ F C C ”  o r  “ C o m m i s s i o n ” )  n o t e s  t h a t
7 4 %  o f  p e o p l e  h a v e  a c c e s s  t o  a t  l e a s t
t w o  o p t i o n s  f o r  f i x e d  b r o a d b a n d  a t
s p e e d s  o f  2 5 / 3 .  N o t a b l y ,  t h e
C o m m i s s i o n  d i d  n o t  a s s e s s  w h e t h e r
t h e s e  o p t i o n s  f o r  s e r v i c e  a r e
a f f o r d a b l e  e v e n  t h o u g h  b r o a d b a n d
a f f o r d a b i l i t y  i s  c r i t i c a l .  A s s u m i n g
t h a t  a  h o u s e h o l d  h a s  a c c e s s  t o  a
c o n n e c t i o n ,  i f  t h e  b r o a d b a n d  p l a n s
a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h a t  c o n n e c t i o n  a r e
n o t  a f f o r d a b l e ,  i t  c o u l d  b e  e q u i v a l e n t
t o  h a v i n g  n o  c o n n e c t i o n  a t  a l l .  

R e a d  m o r e  f r o m  R y a n ’ s  p o l i c y  n o t e
h e r e .
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THE URBAN AND RURAL

DIVIDE IS NOT AS CLEAR 

AS YOU MAY THINK

BY RYAN JOHNSTON

Policy Note

S A N  F R A N C I S C O ,  C A

https://docs.fcc.gov/public/attachments/FCC-20-188A1.pdf
https://nextcenturycities.org/the-urban-and-rural-divide-is-not-as-clear-as-you-may-think/
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THREE STRATEGIES FOR

EXPANDING BROADBAND ACCESS

IN UNINCORPORATED AREAS

 BY CORIAN ZACHER

Policy Note
P e o p l e  i n  u n i n c o r p o r a t e d
c o m m u n i t i e s  n e e d  b r o a d b a n d  a c c e s s
j u s t  a s  m u c h  a s  p e o p l e  l i v i n g  i n  c i t i e s
d o ,  b u t  a r e  d i s a d v a n t a g e d  f r o m  t h e
o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  s t r u c t u r e s  a n d  f u n d i n g
o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t h a t  i n c o r p o r a t e d  a r e a s
h a v e  t o  c o n n e c t  r e s i d e n t s .  

E a c h  s t a t e  h a s  i t s  o w n  r u l e s
g o v e r n i n g  i n c o r p o r a t e d  p l a c e s ’
e s t a b l i s h m e n t  a n d  o p e r a t i o n .
I n c o r p o r a t e d  p l a c e s ,  w h i c h  i n  m o s t
s t a t e s  i n c l u d e  c i t i e s ,  t o w n s ,  v i l l a g e s ,
a n d  b o r o u g h s ,  m a y  b e  r e c o g n i z e d  b y
n a m e  a n d  o p e r a t e  t h e i r  o w n
g o v e r n a n c e  s t r u c t u r e .  S o m e  a r e  n o t .  

I n  2 0 1 5 ,  t h e  U . S .  C e n s u s  B u r e a u
p u b l i s h e d  a  r e p o r t  s h o w i n g  t h a t
u n i n c o r p o r a t e d  p l a c e s  c o m p r i s e  m o s t
o f  t h e  l a n d m a s s  i n  t h e  U . S .  a n d  h o u s e
a r o u n d  3 6 . 3  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e
p o p u l a t i o n .  M a n y  h a v e  t h e  s a m e
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  a s  c i t i e s  w i t h
r e s i d e n t s ,  b u s i n e s s e s ,  a n d
g o v e r n a n c e  s t r u c t u r e s  a l l  t h e i r  o w n .  

I t  i s  w e l l  k n o w n  t h a t  r u r a l  a r e a s
w i t h  l o w  p o p u l a t i o n  d e n s i t y  a r e
a m o n g  t h e  m o s t  e x p e n s i v e  a n d
d i f f i c u l t  t o  r e a c h  w i t h  w i r e d
b r o a d b a n d  s e r v i c e .  O f t e n t i m e s ,
u n i n c o r p o r a t e d  a r e a s  h a v e  t h e s e
s a m e  f e a t u r e s .  

P o p u l a t i o n  d e n s i t y  i n  c i t i e s  i s  4 6
t i m e s  h i g h e r  t h a n  i n  u n i n c o r p o r a t e d
a r e a s .  R u r a l  a r e a s  p e r s i s t e n t l y  l a c k
a n y  w i r e l i n e  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  a t  a l l .  

E v e n  i f  t h e  n e t w o r k  i s  b u i l t ,  i t  m a y
c o s t  a  r e s i d e n t  s e v e r a l  t h o u s a n d
d o l l a r s  s i m p l y  f o r  a  p r o v i d e r  t o
d e c i d e  w h e t h e r  i t  i s  f e a s i b l e  t o  b r i n g
t h e m  o n l i n e .  W h i l e  s a t e l l i t e  i s
w i d e l y  a v a i l a b l e  i n  r u r a l  a r e a s ,  i t  i s
o f t e n  e x p e n s i v e ,  u n r e l i a b l e ,  a n d
l o w e r  q u a l i t y  c o m p a r e d  t o  w i r e d
c a b l e  a n d  f i b e r  c o n n e c t i o n s .  

R e a d  m o r e  f r o m  C o r i a n ' s  P o l i c y  N o t e
h e r e .

https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2018/11/13/2018-24571/census-designated-places-cdps-for-the-2020-census-final-criteria
https://www.census.gov/newsroom/press-releases/2015/cb15-33.html
https://nextcenturycities.org/three-strategies-for-expanding-broadband-access-in-unincorporated-areas/


In Case You
Missed It 

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR A NATIONAL BROADBAND AGENDA

In January 2021, the Benton Institute for Broadband and Society

released their recommendations to support a national

broadband agenda. The agenda was developed with the

support of the broadband advocacy community and

contributions from organizations across the country. The report

outlines a number of goals Congress, the Biden-Harris

Administration, and states should pursue.
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ABELL FOUNDATION'S: THE DIGITAL DIVIDE IN MARYLAND

The Abell Foundation funded a digital divide report

commissioned by The Community Development Network of

Maryland, which was released in January. The report found that

520,000 Maryland households, including 108,000 households

with children below the age of 18, did not subscribe to wireline

service. Further, the report also concluded that two-thirds of

disconnected residents live in Baltimore or other metropolitan

counties. 

B A L T I M O R E ,  M D

While access to the internet is beneficial for older adults, in

Illinois, African American/Black and Hispanic/Latino older

adults experience lower rates of broadband access at home

than their white counterparts. 

The biggest barrier to broadband access is cost, with a “low-

cost” service defined as $60 a month or less. Next is

technology skills, where 48 percent of older adults report

needing outside help to set up or use internet devices. 

Connectivity is both a rural and urban issue. Fifty-six percent

of rural Illinoisans do not have broadband access.

AARP Illinois, in collaboration with Advancing Justice, Chicago

Urban League, and the Resurrection Project, published a report

on how racial disparities keep people from living longer,

healthier, and more productive lives. Among its conclusions:

AARP'S DISRUPT DISPARITIES: CHALLENGES & SOLUTIONS
FOR 50+ ILLINOISIANS OF COLOR

https://www.benton.org/content/recommendations-national-broadband-agenda
https://abell.org/publications/disconnected-maryland
https://abell.org/publications/disconnected-maryland


Oldham County, Kentucky is hiring a Broadband Manager.

Oldham County Fiscal Court is accepting applications for a Broadband Development Coordinator.

This position within the Engineering Department will work closely with outside contractors to

implement the extension of broadband to under-served areas of the county. The position requires an

energetic, self-starter with strong analytical and communications skills. Find more information here.

Merit is looking for stars for its Digital Inclusion Youtube Series.

Merit is developing an informational YouTube video series we have lovingly deemed “The Moonshot

Minutes.” Their goal is to provide practical, easy to follow, basic internet setup and usage guidance

to end-users. We want you to help us achieve this goal. If you are interested in recording and

submitting a 3-5 minute video, please contact ryfuller@merit.edu.

Contribute to NCC’s “6 Asks for the 46th.”

Next Century Cities is collecting insight from local leaders on what you need most from the Biden-

Harris Administration. Outlined above, our team has proposed three “asks” of the new President and

his Administration. We hope that you will join us in developing more. You can view our first three

proposals here and contribute your own comments or ideas here. If you have any questions, please

contact Lukas at Lukas@nextcenturycities.org.

The National Skills Coalition is hiring.

A workforce development organization that focuses on state and federal policy advocacy is

searching for Communications Associate; Office Manager; and Director, State Strategies West. Click

here to learn about the vacancies.

Do you know of a Good Digital Inclusion Consultant? 

A Catholic High School in Ohio that is looking for a consultant to help with a strategic plan for its

digital ecosystem – i.e. platform, educator/parent/student usage, digital literacy, etc. Contact

Carolyn Rumbarger for more information. 

Member Opportunities

Honolulu, HI
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https://www.mozillafestival.org/en/get-involved/proposals/
https://recruiting.paylocity.com/Recruiting/Jobs/Details/445736
https://www.mozillafestival.org/en/get-involved/proposals/
http://merit.edu/
http://nextcenturycities.org/
https://www.nationalskillscoalition.org/
https://nsc.sutihr.com/jobs
https://www.mozillafestival.org/en/get-involved/proposals/
mailto:crumbarger@sandcherryassociates.com
https://www.mozillafestival.org/en/get-involved/proposals/

